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St. Barnabas Hosts Dinner for Nigerian 
Church Leader August 23 

   Rev. Dr. Peter Bartimawus, professor at 
Bronnum Lutheran Seminary in Yola, Adamawa 
State-Nigeria, will be visiting the United States 
in August.  Dr. Bartimawus received his PhD at 
Luther Seminary in St. Paul.  The Minneapolis 
Area Synod has a companion relationship with 
the Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria, so 
there are many congregations in our synod who, 
like St. Barnabas, have a companion 
congregation in Nigeria. 
   To give all of these congregations an 
opportunity to meet and hear Dr. Bartimawus, 
St. Barnabas is hosting a dinner on Monday, 
August 23, at 6:00 p.m. 
   Members of the St. Barnabas community are 
encouraged to attend and learn about our 
companion church in Nigeria.  The cost for the 
meal is $5. 
   We need volunteers to plan, prepare, and 
serve the meal.  If you would be willing to help 
in some way (and get your meal for free), please 
sign up at the Welcome Center or contact Pastor 
Wayne (wpeterson@stbarnabaslutheran.org). 

   Just to refresh your memory, Nigeria is on the 
west coast of Africa and is almost exactly the 
size of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, and North 
& South Dakota all put together. Nigeria is the 
most populous country in Africa and 8th most 
populous in the world with almost 140 million 
people. 
   Nigeria is organized politically similar to the 
United States and is divided into 36 states. St. 
Barnabas’ companion congregation, Church of 
the Messiah, is in the town of Hong, located in 
the state of Adamawa, one of the larger states in 
Nigeria.  It is located on the mountainous eastern 
side of the country, bordering Cameroon.   Hong 
is just a little north of Yola, where Dr. 
Bartimawus lives. 
   Adamawa’s area is about 1/6 the area of 
Minnesota, while its population is about ¾ that 
of Minnesota. This makes the population density 
greater - about 101 people per square kilometer, 
vs. Minnesota's 21. 
   Farming is the major occupation in Adamawa 
and provides employment for about 80% of the 
working population.  

   Donations may be dropped off starting Sunday, 
August 8, at 2 p.m. at the East Entrance only.  
Donations will be accepted only until Thursday, 
August 12, at 8 p.m.  Please make arrangements 
for proper placement of large items with the 
volunteers present or talk to Julie in the office, 
763-553-1239. 
   As in the past, we can not accept  

• old computers, peripherals, or monitors, 
TVs 

• Mattresses of any kind.   
• any electronics (stereos, calculators, etc.) 

unless they fully work   
• curtain rods or blinds.   
• Please check with Julie Hoyme before 

bringing any large items, especially exercise 
equipment. 

   Please do not bring anything to the sale that 
you would not be willing to give to a good 
friend.  We end up paying to throw away 
unacceptable items, which reduces the profit 
from the sale.   If you have questions about 
whether or not something is useful for the sale, 
please call Julie at 763-553-1239. 

   The annual St. Barnabas Rummage Sale will 
be held Saturday, August 14, from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.     
The money will be used to fund several projects, 
including projects in the church building and 
grounds. 
   Many volunteers are needed to help with this 
ministry: 
• during the week (days or evenings) to 

arrange the items on tables and price them  
• people to work the sale on Saturday 

morning  
• someone to make lunch on Saturday for the 

workers 
• many more to come at 2 p.m. to clean up.  

Clean up means putting everything into 
large bags and boxes and getting the 
building ready for weekend worship.  This 
typically takes about an hour when there is 
enough help.   

• A truck loading day on Tuesday, August 17 
(time yet to be determined) to send the sale 
leftovers to The Salvation Army. 

   If you can help in any of these ways, sign up at 
the Welcome Center and indicate your 
availability.  

St. Barnabas Rummage Sale - August 14 



St. Barnabas Strives to Be a Permission Giving Church 
Is there a ministry or activity you’d like to be part of at St. Barnabas but it’s not being offered right 
now?  If you are interested in an activity, chances are that someone else is, too.  Any time is a good 

time to join a group or to start a new one.   
 

If you have an idea for a new small group or fellowship activity, please call Pastor Wayne  
(763-553-1239) and he will work with you to get it started.   
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Ongoing groups: 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous  
Every Thursday, 7:30 p.m. in the 
Fireside Room.  For more 
information, contact Ross Patton 
(612-418-1243) or Brenda 
Pearcy (763-550-1759). 
 
 

Pastor’s Class 
Pastor Wayne leads a study 
each Tuesday morning from 
9:15-10:30. New participants 
are welcome at any time.   
 
 

Theology on Tap 
Pastor Wayne invites those who 
enjoy pondering questions of 
faith and theology to join him on 
Tuesday evenings from 7-8:00 
p.m. at Jake’s on 55 & 
Fernbrook.  If the weather 
cooperates, we sit out on the 
patio.  Currently doing a summer 
series on the questions raised by 
Brian McLaren in A New Kind of 
Christianity.  The upcoming 
schedule (if we avoid stretching a 
question over two weeks):  

Aug. 3 - The sex question: Can 
we find a way to address 
human sexuality without 
fighting about it? 

Aug. 10 - The future question: 
Can we find a better way of 
viewing the future? 

Aug. 17 - The pluralism question: 
How should followers of Jesus 
relate to people of other 
religions? 

Aug. 24 - The what-do-we-do-
now question: How can we 
translate our quest into action? 

Aug. 31 - We’ll look at some of 
the responses people who 
disagree with Brian McLaren 
have made. 

 

RSVP to Pastor Wayne by noon 
Tuesday if you plan to attend. 
(wpeterson@stbarnabaslutheran.org) 

Book Discussion Group Picks 
Next Novels 
   The Book Discussion group 
gets together on the third 
Thursday evening of each 
month to discuss a novel.  New 
participants (both women and 
men) are always welcome.  One 
can come on a regular basis or just for a single 
time.  Just contact the host for the evening to let 
her/him know you are coming.   
   The group does not meet in July, but here are 
the picks for the next five discussions so you can 
add them to your summer reading list: 
 
August 19:  The Guernsey Literary and Potato 

Peel Pie Society by M. Shaffer and A Barrows 

Hostess: Betsy Asher,  Roxnlox@aol.com 

612-749-2828 

No meeting in September due to schedule 
conflicts  

October 21:  The Leisure Seeker by Michael 
Zadoorian 

November 18:  Who has seen the Wind? by 
William O Mitchell 

December 16:  The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-Time by Mark Hadden 

January 20, 2011:  Giants in the Earth by Ole 
Rolvaag 

Senior Choir & Handbell Choir 
Looking for New Members 
   The St. Barnabas Senior Choir rehearses on 
Wednesday evenings from 7-8:30, with the first 
rehearsal scheduled for September 1. 
   We have an ambitious and exciting year 
planned - some familiar works and a good-sized 
slate of new ones. If you like to sing and can 
carry a tune, this will be a fun year to be in the 
choir. We’re going to work hard, but we’ll have 
a great time doing it. 
   New members are always welcome - all you 
have to do is show up at rehearsal. There are no 
auditions, robe measurements or other 
extraneous requirements: You show up, we 
provide the music - it’s really that simple. 
   The choir’s first Sunday singing in worship 
will be Sept. 12. Come join us!      
   Rehearsals for the Handbell Choir will begin 
Wednesday, September 15 at 6 p.m. in the 
Gardenview West room.  Even if you can’t do a 
whole season (September - May) with us, we 
could use people who would be able to make a 
month or two at a time with us. The handbells 
play a new piece in services every month, 
October - May. We’d love to have you ringing 
with us! 
   For more information about both ensembles, 
contact Jeff Whitmill at 763-553-3083 or 
jeff@whitmill.net. 

   Cherish Our Children is a national Lutheran 
ministry of prayer, education, relationship-
building, and action to prevent child sexual 
exploitation. 
   Cherish Our Children began in the 
Minneapolis Area Synod and has spread to 
eleven other ELCA synods. Each synod creates a 
Task Force or Ministry Team to generate 
awareness of sexual exploitation as well as 
provide training and support to congregations. 
   The heart of Cherish Our Children is in 
congregations, where leaders work in teams to 
pray, speak, and act on behalf of children in the 
congregation and community.  It’s goals are: 

• Congregations will be more aware of young 
people and their needs. 

• Congregations will be more intentional 
about the care of and support for young 
people. 

• People of all ages will be better equipped to 
detect and safely address recruitment into 
sexual exploitation. 

Cherish Our Children is August “Gift of Love” 
• People of faith will lead the effort to 

dismantle the system of sexual exploitation. 

   St. Barnabas has been actively involved in 
Cherish Our Children for three years in three 
ways: 

• Our P.A.L.S. Prayer Ministry (Prayer 
Advocate Life Saver) by which every child 
in the congregation is prayer for by an adult 
each day. 

• The J-Term series in Navigator 
Confirmation where kids and parents 
together learn about significant life issues. 

• Providing free office space to the 
TreeHouse Ministry that works with at-risk 
youth in the Wayzata school district. 

   Additionally, Pastor Chris serves on the Board 
of Directors of the organization.  
   Your “Gift of Love” will enable St. Barnabas 
to meet the financial commitment expected of 
member congregations. 
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St. Barnabas’ 
Starfish Ministry 

  Remember the parable of the 
starfish?  In the parable, a little 

boy is throwing starfish back 
into the ocean to save them, 
one at a time.  An observer 

mocks him for thinking he can 
help all the hundreds of starfish 
stranded on the beach. “What 

difference can you possibly 
make?” taunts the observer. 

   The boy looks down at the 
starfish in his hand and then 

flings it out into the ocean.  He 
responds to the observer, 

“Made a difference for that 
one, didn’t it!” 

   The “Starfish” ministry at St. 
Barnabas provides assistance 
to individuals and families in 

need.  We are again 
experiencing a time with many 
pleas for help.  Last month, St. 

Barnabas gave assistance to 
six households, helping with 

rent, gas, food, and clothing. 

    If you would like to make a 
gift specifically for helping the 

“starfish” who come to our 
door, or would like to be 

contacted when we have a 
special need, please speak to 
Pastor Wayne or send him an 

e-mail at 
wpeterson@stbarnabaslutheran.org.   

You may also include your gift 
in your regular offering 
envelope, marking it as 

“Starfish Fund”. 

Summer Experiences 
   Members of the St. Barnabas community are 
having some interesting ministry experiences 
this summer.  Three of them have written brief 
accounts of what they’ve been up to. 
 

Adam Snyder 
Senior at Gustavus Adolphus College 
   This summer I am out in the state of New York 
working at the YouthWorks! Adirondack 
Mountains site.  I am one of four staff at the site, 
and each week we have about 70 participants 
come to serve in the communities each week.   

   I am the Work Projects Coordinator for our 
site, which means that I meet with community 
members and coordinate where our participants 
will serve.  One of my favorite parts of my job is 
meeting the community members and hearing 
their stories.  They are no different than any of 
us, just trying to get by and do the best they can.  
I have heard some of the most incredible stories 
of perseverance and also a desire to still give 
back to the community even when they are 
struggling.  We try to work with the people in 
most need in the community, as well as help the 
community as a whole gain more self-esteem.   

   My job can be very challenging at times, given 
the few hours of sleep we get each night.  But, 
seeing all that happens in the youth and seeing 
them literally be the hands of Christ is incredible 
to see. 
 

Sam Hoffman 
Senior at Maple Grove High School 
   I attended the Augsburg College Youth 
Theology Institute (ACYTI) in June.  It was 
made of a lot of different kids from different 
backgrounds.  Of the five people I roomed with, 
two had been or currently were heavy drug users. 
The week I spent there was full of conversations 
and people one would just simply not expect to 
find at a “theology institute.”  Some students 
made comments like: 

• There is no God.  
• There is a God, but he’s very far away and 

couldn’t care less about earth and us 
humans.  

• Religion is just something humans have 
made up to comfort themselves, because we 
can’t deal with this life being all there is.  

• Religion makes everything better, until you 
realize a bunch of scam artists and 
politicians made it up thousands of years 
ago. 

   These are all comments I heard there that will 
probably horrify and offend the greater portion 
of the Christian community. But the fact is that 
many people in our society agree with these 
statements, so it is beneficial to be stretched and 
learn how to dialog about these statements. To 
learn, to grow, one has to be open to dialog with 
people who think differently than you do.  
   This is what ACYTI is really all about. They 
expose you to as many different ways of 
thinking as possible, in hope that you find one 

that you actually agree with. In any event, they 
want you to be aware of what you really think. It 
opened the way to more questions for me than  
answers, but I think most of us agreed that the 
ACYTI was a good experience.  
   I can’t say that I was forever changed by my 
experiences there. But, I did grow and learn 
more about my faith from that week at 
Augsburg, and it was an experience that I would 
recommend to anyone who is willing to explore 
why they believe what they believe. 
 

Susan Hagen 
Church Council Member 
   In July, I was privileged to attend one day of a 
three-day conference with Pastor Wayne titled, 
Rethinking Stewardship: Our Culture, Our 
Theology, Our Practices.  We were part of a 
group of over 400 pastors and church lay leaders 
who gathered at St. Andrew Lutheran Church in 
Eden Prairie.  
   We heard from theologians and professors who 
gave us their insights into stewardship as well as 
round-table discussions with the other attendees. 
There were several take-home messages that I 
would like to share with the St. Barnabas 
community because this congregation is one of 
the places where we all practice and live out 
stewardship.  I learned that Christian stewardship 
goes way beyond the act of giving offerings to 
our church. 
   Mark Allan Powell, author of the book Giving 
to God: The Bible’s Good News about Living a 
Generous Life (the book from which St. 
Barnabas gets its theme of “Duty and Delight”), 
defined stewardship as “what people who belong 
to God do, and how they think and act.” We 
learned that in stewardship efforts we look not at 
what we are doing for God but rather what God 
is doing in the world through us.  Dr. Powell 
challenged us to move from “faithful giving to 
faithful living”. In other words, we should spend 
100% of our money on those things that are 
pleasing to God.  Have you ever considered your 
mortgage, car payment, utility bills, etc. as uses 
of your money that are pleasing to God?  
   Dr. Fred Gaiser, professor at Luther 
Seminary, reminded us that God is a giver — 
giving is the nature of God — and that what God 
is doing is not for sale. Our giving is not a 
transaction with God. God gives abundantly and 
we can live out of a sense of abundance, not 
scarcity. And it is in this abundance that we can 
share. 
   Since attending the conference I have been 
thinking about the stewardship campaigns and 
programs at St. Barnabas and how God will 
move us into the future together. One statement 
made that day keeps returning to me: 
“Stewardship campaigns are made by humans, 
stewards are made by God.” And when we 
become faithful stewards over the earth, 
everything can thrive.  That’s a message filled 
with hope, but I would not expect anything less 
from God than hope. 
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Youth for Understanding 
Looking for Host Homes 

   Kathy & Doug Burkett hosted Kristian 
Asmussen from Denmark this past year while he 
attended Wayzata High School. This coming 
year they will host a young woman from Israel. 
This has been such a positive experience for the 
Burketts that they would like to encourage others 
to consider being a host family. Here's some 
basic information:  

   Youth For Understanding is one of the oldest 
and largest high school exchange programs in 
the world. It is a private, non-profit educational 
program dedicated to preparing young people for 
their responsibilities and opportunities in a 
changing, interdependent world. 

   YFU offers young people the adventure of a 
lifetime - the opportunity to explore other 
countries and cultures, master new languages, 
and discover themselves. They seek to transform 
young people by instilling passion for life-long 
learning, and the skills and knowledge to thrive 
and contribute amidst cultural diversity. To 
achieve these significant educational aims, they 
provide young people between the ages of 15 
and 22 a variety of intensive exchange 
opportunities. 

   Hosting is an enjoyable learning experience for 
the entire family. Hosting will forever change 
how your family thinks about the world. They 
will create lifelong memories and relationships 
for you and your entire family. Experience the 
world without leaving home! 

   YFU is looking for families in the western 
suburbs. These students are of high school age 
from various countries. The students bring their 
own spending money and are covered by 
medical insurance. Families need to be able to 
share a loving and supportive family life as well 
as provide for an additional family member, 
including a separate bed, study area and three 
meals each day. Families should also be 
prepared to share their community with their 
student.. 

   YFU families come in all shapes and sizes: 
working parents, single parents or single people, 
couples with (any age) or without children, 
adoptive parents, empty nesters, and military 
families.  

   For more information, send an email to Kathy 
Burkett (kjwburkett@hotmail.com) or Betsy 
Kiefer, the local YFU coordinator 
(kiefer@yfu.org). 

Creative Spirit III Coming in September 

Pastor Chris Featured in 
Interfaith Outreach Video 
   Interfaith Outreach & 
Community Partners has an 
agreement in place to move its 
operations to the former Erickson 
New Market store at 101 & 
County 6.  The total cost for the 
property, remodeling, and move 
is $5.5 million.  They have raised 
half of this, but need $2.7 million 
by August 15 to complete the 
deal. 
   IOCP has created a 6-minute video to educate 
the community about their ministry and the 
critical importance of being able to purchase this 
property.  One of the community leaders 
appearing in the video is our own Pastor Chris 
Bellefeuille.  Please take six minutes to watch 
the video by at www.iocp.org 
   Your gifts to IOCP this month will help make 
this dream a reality.    
   There is now an opportunity to make your gift 
go twice as far. The Otto Bremer Foundation 
currently is matching gifts up to $75,000.   
   You can contribute by credit card at 
Interfaith’s website, www.iocp.org, or by 
including your gift in the St. Barnabas offering 
and designating it for IOCP. 

   Creative Spirit III, an exhibition of arts, crafts 
and hobbies, will be coming to St. Barnabas 
September 11 & 12. 
   Artists, crafters and hobbyists at St. Barnabas 
are encouraged to share their creative work with 
the rest of the community.   
   Categories in the past have included painting 
and drawing, photography, woodworking, 
jewelry and bead work, needlework, floral 

arrangement, sculpture, poetry and 
scrapbooking. There also will be a young 
exhibitor category. 
   If you have something you would like to 
display at the exhibition or would like more 
information, sign up at the Welcome Center or 
contact Lois Troemel at bobloist@comcast.net 
or 763-473-4989. 

St. Barnabas Hosts Grief 
Coalition During Summer 
   Weekly meetings of the West Suburban Grief 
Coalition will be held at St. Barnabas each 
Thursday through August 26.  

   The program is the combined effort of fifteen 
West Suburban area churches and intended to 
help adults grieving from the death of a loved 
one, whether that death was three weeks ago, 
three years ago, or ten years ago. Each week a 
learning and growing experience is offered 
through professional speakers, videos and break-
out sessions. The break-out sessions are 
facilitated by volunteers trained in support group 
facilitation. 

   Meetings are held each Thursday with a social 
time from 4 – 4:30 p.m., speaker from 4:30 – 
5:00 p.m. and breakout sessions from 5–6 p.m.   

Save the Date: 
 

Half-day  
Women’s Retreat 
Saturday morning, 
October 16 
Held at St. Edward the 
Confessor Church 
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August Birthdays 
1 Kaitlyn Oelfke 
2 Nissa Peterson 
 Areina Rehl 
 Becky Sogge 
3 Scott Hawkins 
 Pierce Johnson 
6 Olivia Fandrich 
7 Max Burkett 
 William Gregerson 
 Jacqlyn Thoennes 
8 Britta Johnson 
 David Nafstad 
 Alison Umland 
9 Hazel Edlund 
 Katherine Koepsell 
11 Emily Endorf 
 Madeleine Seel 
12 Andrew Byington 
 Connor Jette 

13 Doug Burkett 
 Laurie Sanderson 
 Mary Wenaas 
16 Jana Hawkins 
 Kristi Rivers 
17 Jody Dew 
 Kathryn Wolkenhauer 
18 Wiley Davis 
 Henry Kyllo 
 Emelia Orke 
20 Mary Beth Running 
 Abbie Snell 
21 Courtney Werstein 
 Shannon Werstein 
23 Sophia Leiseth 
24 Peg Kyllo 
25 Andrew Berg 
 Scott Gilyard 
 Benjamin Van Keuren 

27 Stacy Morrissette 
 Debbie Thomas 
28 Audrey Johnson 
 Alicia Kelzer 
30 Dean Bacso 
 John Grosen 
31 Kara McGowan 
 Laurie Robarge 

1 Lindsay Hawkins 
 Stephanie Petsilis 
2 Gregory Buell 
 Elizabeth Olson 
3 Sarah Cossette 
4 Shelby Rasmussen 
5 Beth Grosen 
 Elias Hoff 
 Mark Valentine 
7 Mark Houghland 
8 Jane Blake 
 Mitchell Snyder 
9 Connor Loop 
 Anders Lykkehoy 
10 Lila Strand 
11 Dan Johnson 
13 Robert Clauson 
14 Amanda Coffman 
 Meredith Smith 
 Gail VonWahlde 
16 Deborah Grill 
 Sarah Piepkorn 

17 Audrey Johnson 
18 Timothy Peterson 
 Jennifer Reynolds 
19 Benjamin Peterson 
 Karl Sommerfeld 
20 John Neznik 
21 Maria Hoff 
 Carly Redelsheimer 
 Grant Redelsheimer 
 Caleb Stephens 
 Robert Troemel 
22 Stephanie Teig 
 Connor Turnquist 
24 Katerina Hoffmann 
 Grace Moleski 
25 Jonathan Fritz 
 Kendall Valentine 
26 Jody Dew 
 Ava Rehl 
29 Vincent Prasky 
30 Nolan Running 

Blood Pressure Checks  
2nd Sunday of Each Month 

The St. Barnabas Wellness 
Team is arranging to have 
nurses in the congregation 

provide blood pressure checks 
on the second Sunday of each 
month.  The next checks will be 

offered Sunday, August 8.  
The BP checks will be offered 

between the two worship 
services (10:00-10:30) in Rose 

Umland’s office.  
 

Rose is happy to take blood 
pressures during the week 

when she’s in the office.  Just 
call ahead to make 

arrangements.  

in advance to Joshua Silbaugh and Tiffany 
Anstett who will be married at St. Barnabas 
on August 7. 

• We don’t normally accept mattresses and box 
springs for the rummage sale, but we are 
aware of someone who is looking for a queen 
box spring, so if you’ve got one to get rid of, 
call Julie (763-553-1239). 

• Pastor Wayne’s office has a beautiful new 
cabinet designed and constructed by Brian 
Harless.  The cabinet was designed to hide the 
sound equipment that will someday be 
purchased for the Ministry Center.  For that 
reason, Brian also designed a cabinet on the 
Ministry Center side of the wall.  It looks 
great!  Thanks, Brian! 

• Ben Peterson has been accepted into the 
Graduate School at the University of 
Minnesota, so for the next 3-4 years he’ll be 
there working on his Ph.D. in Kinesiology. 
Congratulations! 

News & Notes 
• Two of our families are grieving the death of a 

parent/grandparent.  We extend our sympathy 
to Gail Von Wahlde, Chad Strunk, & 
Jacqueline on the death of Gail’s father on 
July 16 and to Rose & Mike Umland, Sarah, 
Lisa, Alison, & Emily on the death of Rose’s 
mother on July 22. 

• More than 30 people showed up for the 
campfire worship last Wednesday evening.  
The Luther Park counselors (one of whom was 
St. Barnabas’ own Ashleigh Harless) did a 
great job of leading the Day Camp kids in a 
few songs.  Nissa & Tim Peterson, veteran 
Bible camp counselors (in fact, that’s where 
they first met) led skits and devotions.  Tom 
Lindberg added his guitar skills, and the 
evening ended with roasting marshmallows 
and making S’mores.  It was great fun — 
we’ve got to do this again! 

• Congratulations to Marta Stoeckel and Tim 
Rogers who were married at the Elm Creek 
Park Reserve on June 27.  And congratulations 

August Baptismal 
Anniversaries 

St. Barnabas Calendar 
   It is hard to keep track of everything, that is 
why they invented calendars.  St. Barnabas has a 
calendar.  You may have seen it on our website.  
It is a Google calendar and we strive to keep it 
accurate and up to date.   
   If you have a family or personal Google 
calendar, you can add the St. Barnabas Calendar 
to your list.  Go to the “Other Calendars”, click 
“Add” and type in the email address of St. 
Barnabas, which is 
stbarnabas@stbarnabaslutheran.org.  It will be 
added to your list.  To hide the entries, just click 
the calendar name in the list. To view, click 
again.   

Volunteer to Help with the 
“Welcome Sunday” Barbecue 
   We are looking for folks to help prepare a 
congregational meal for Welcome Sunday, Sept. 
12. (We’ve decided to switch the name from 
Rally Sunday to Welcome Sunday, as we 
welcome some folks back from summer 
weekends at the lake and we welcome new 
people into the St. Barnabas community.)    
   There is a need for many hands to help prepare 
the food, serve, and clean up afterwards.  If you 
would like to participate in this ministry, sign up 
at the Welcome Center or give Barry Bergh a 
call at 763-553-1239. 
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“good news” of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  He faithfully 
supported the work of the 
Church with his talents, 
prayers, and offerings. 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

Sent by Jesus, we set our sails 
to be filled by God’s Spirit, 

inspiring us to  
praise, grow and serve. 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Minneapolis, MN 
Permit No. 2595 

Phone: 763-553-1239  
Fax: 763-553-7839 
Website: www.stbarnabaslutheran.org 

Ministry Team 
Wayne Peterson, Pastor 
Chris Bellefeuille, Pastor 
David Helgen, Hospitality Pastor 
Rose Umland, Lay Minister to Children & Family 
Dennis Manson, Lay Minister to Youth & Family 
Barry Bergh, Lay Minister for Hospitality 
Julie Hoyme, Parish Assistant 
Mary Newton, Organist 
Jeff Whitmill, SB Center for the Arts 

15600 Old Rockford Road 

Plymouth, MN  55446 

Barney’s Blarney 
 Summer Worship 

Schedule  
 

Sunday  
8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 

Saturday  
5:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday Morning Prayer  
7:30 a.m. 

 

Prayers for Healing 
Sunday, August 8, 6:00 p.m. 

ST. BARNABAS 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

   Someone posted this on the Internet.  We can’t 
vouch for its veracity, but it’s a good story. 
 
   As a bagpiper, I play many gigs. Recently I 
was asked by a funeral director to play at a 
graveside service for a homeless man. He had no 
family or friends, so the service was to be at a 
pauper's cemetery in the Kentucky back country. 
As I was not familiar with the backwoods, I got 
lost and, being a typical man, I didn't stop to ask 
for directions. I finally arrived an hour late and 
saw the funeral guy had evidently gone and the 
hearse was nowhere in sight. 
   The only people around were the diggers and 
cemetery crew and they were eating lunch. I felt 
badly and apologized to the men for being late. I 
went to the side of the grave and looked down 
and the vault lid was already in place. I didn't 
know what else to do, so I started to play. 
   The workers put down their lunches and began 
to gather around. I  played out my heart and soul 
for this man with no family and friends. I played 
like I've never played before for this homeless 
man. And as I played Amazing Grace, the 
workers began to weep. They wept, I wept, we 
all wept together.  
   When I finished I packed up my bagpipes and 
started for my car. Though my head hung low, 
my heart was full. As I opened the door to my 
car, I heard one of the workers say, “I never seen 
nothin’ like that before and I’ve been putting in 
septic tanks for twenty years.” 

Keep Up to Date with  
Your Church Community.   
Sign Up for the weekly E-Newsletter 

 
It is simple to do.  Go to the St. Barnabas 

website:  www.stbarnabaslutheran.org 
 

Click the “Sign up here for E-Newsletter”  
in the menu bar on the left side of the home 

page and follow the directions.   
It is that easy! 


