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   In February, a group of eleven St. Barnabas 
members journeyed to New Orleans to lend a 
hand for a week in helping that community 
rebuild in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. (see 
page 3)  They returned filled with the realization 
that they had received far more than they had 
given in this act of serving others. 
   In May, St. Barnabas members will have an 
opportunity to take in a service project much 
closer to home. On Thursday, May 15 and 
Friday, May 16, our congregation will be taking 
a turn with other community groups building a 
Habitat for Humanity home in Ramsey.  15-18 
volunteers (both skilled and unskilled) are 
needed each of the two days, plus there is a need 
for people to prepare and serve lunch. There are 
many ways one can help…and they’re not all 
swinging hammers.  
   Find out more about this opportunity by 
stopping by the display at church the next few 
Sundays, or by contacting St. Barnabas member, 
Adam Wolkenhauer (awolkenhauer@kpmg.com 
or ph: 952-486-3263).   
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    “The Creative Spirit II”, an exhibit of a wide 
variety of art and handwork, will be on display 
Saturday, May 3 from 6-8 p.m. and Sunday, May 
4 from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. in the Gardenview 
Room. 
   These arts and crafts are the creative work of 
members of the St. Barnabas community and 
include paintings, photographs, needlework, 
quilts jewelry, floral arrangements and 
woodworking. 
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   The Memorial Blood Center is bringing its 
Bloodmobile to St. Barnabas on Saturday, May 
3, from 9-1:00.  Sign up in the narthex or call 
Connie Cook (763-557-7064) or the church 
office (763-553-1239). 
    To make sure all our donors are well fed, a 
pancake breakfast will be served from 8 a.m. to 
noon and is free to all donors.   
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   More and better development assistance for the 
world’s poorest countries is the focus of the 
Bread for the World Offering of Letters 
Sunday, May 18 at St. Barnabas. 
   Tables will be set up in the Ministry Center to 
encourage people to write a short letter to their 
senator and representative to urge them to 
include funding in the U.S. budget to give people 
in poor countries the skills and opportunities 
needed to break the cycle of poverty.  These 
include investment in education, agriculture, 
health, nutrition and clean water.  Sample letters, 
information, writing materials and addresses will 
be available. 
   More and better development aid is a critical 
component in meeting the Millennium 
Development Goals adopted in 2000 by the 
nations of the world, including the United States. 
One reduce by half the proportion of people 
living on less than $1 a day and to reduce in half 
the people who suffer from hunger. 
   For more information, contact David Helgen, 
David Lindblom or Bob and Lois Troemel. 
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   St. Barnabas has recently begun a partnership 
with a Lutheran congregation in Hong, Nigeria. 
St. Barnabas is one of many congregations in the 
Minneapolis Area Synod that is partnering with 
the synod’s companion church, the Lutheran 
Church of Christ in Nigeria. 
   This fall, Ann & Andy Dybvig will travel to 
Nigerian with a delegation of about twenty 
people from the Minneapolis Area Synod, giving 
them an opportunity to visit and bring greetings 
to the congregation in Hong. 
   To help raise the funds for the Dybvig’s trip 
($6,000), the Nigeria Task Force is sponsoring a 
Nigerian dinner on Saturday, May 17 at 6:00 
p.m.  Nigerian friends of Darin & Christina 
Troftgruben will prepare a buffet of traditional 
Nigerian dishes. 
  As this dinner is a fundraiser, we ask for a 
minimum donation of $15, but larger gifts would 
be much appreciated.   
   Reservations are requested. Sign up at the 
Welcome Center or call the church office (763-
553-1239 by May 15. 
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Discovery & Growth is an adult 
education opportunity that 
meets most Sunday mornings 
from 10:30-11:30 in the 
Gardenview Room.   

April 20 
Facing Our Challenges, Conquering Our Fears 

Paul Nicholson will share with members that 
when we see the wind after stepping out in 
faith, we can respond in fear.  We can wimp out 
and run and hide.  On the other hand, we can 
become more dependent on God and, through 
the faith God gives, learn to face our 
difficulties. 
 

April 27: Good News for Cave Dwellers 
Julie Anderson-Simonson will help participants 
explore what it’s like to face life in the cave.  
When no human action can get us out, when we 
face something we can’t fix or heal or escape, all 
we can do is trust God.  The great gift of living in 
the cave is discovering that when we have only 
God, God is enough. 

   Pastor Wayne will receive a sabbatical leave 
during the months of May, June, and July.  This 
will be his second sabbatical, the first taking 
place in the year 2000.  In that year the 
congregation adopted a policy recommended by 
the Minneapolis Area Synod that congregations 
give pastors a 3-month sabbatical leave with pay 
after seven years of service.  This sabbatical was 
delayed to the eighth year because the Peterson 
family had both a college graduation and high 
school graduation last June. 
   “Sabbatical” is a term people know best in the 
academic world, with colleges and universities 
regularly giving tenured faculty a sabbatical 
leave to continue their studies. In recent years, 
more and more churches have recognized the 
value of having pastors get away from the 
regular routine of the parish for study and 
renewal.   
   A sabbatical benefits the congregation as well 
as the pastor, for the pastor returns with new 
ideas and insights to help him or her enrich the 
congregation’s ministry.  A couple of ideas that 
have taken root at St. Barnabas in recent years 
that are a direct result of Pastor Wayne’s 2000 
sabbatical are the columbarium, the long-range 
landscaping plan, and the introduction of Taizé 
music to our worship services. 
   Here are some of the activities Pastor Wayne 
has planned: 
 
May 11-16 
Elderhostel in Charlottesville, Virginia 
Friends, Neighbors, Presidents: The World of 
Jefferson, Madison and Monroe  
A program hosted by the College of William and 
Mary will look at the world of James Monroe, 
fifth President of the United States, and his 
friends and neighbors Thomas Jefferson and 
James Madison.  
 
June 19-22 – Augustana Heritage Association, 
Lindsborg, Kansas 
Pastor Wayne’s family roots are in the Swedish 
Augustana Synod. This legacy began in 1860 
when immigrant Swedes and Norwegians in 
America founded the Evangelical Lutheran 
Augustana Synod in North America, but the 
Augustana Synod went on to be an inclusive 
national church. The Augustana Synod dissolved 
in 1962 when it was merged into the Lutheran 
Church in America, a predecessor body of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 The biennial national gathering of the 
Augustana Heritage Association returns this 
summer to Bethany College and the energetic 
Swedish-American community of Lindsborg, 
Kansas, Thursday through Sunday, June 19-22, 
2008.  
 
June 22-23  
Board of Trustees meeting, Gustavus 
 

July 6-12 (tentative) 
Biblical Archaeology Society Seminar at  
St. Olaf College 
Noted Biblical scholars Richard Rohrbaugh, 
professor emeritus at Lewis & Clark College in 
Portland, Oregon and James Strnage, Professor 
of Religious Studies at the University of South 
Florida lead this seminar on everyday life in the 
time of Jesus. 
 
July 21 - 25  
Luther Seminary: TEACHING THE BIBLE 
TO CHANGE LIVES  
This class will focus on how to incorporate the 
ELCA’s upcoming emphasis on “Bible: Book of 
Faith” into the life of the congregation.   
 
Other Activities: 
· Begin writing a history of St. Barnabas 
· Gather information for a Memorial Book, 

recognizing the many memorial gifts St. 
Barnabas has received over the years 

· Investigate possibility of making “Church 
Begins at Home” available to other 
congregations 

· Take a Great Courses video class on 
Economics 

· Conversations with peer pastors 
· Much reading (the list is long!) 
· Keep in touch with Habitat for Humanity 

project 
 
   The staff and church council have been making 
plans for covering Pastor Wayne’s 
responsibilities during his absence.   
   A rite of Blessing and Godspeed for Pastor 
Wayne will take place at worship services on 
May 3-4. 
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   A Global Formation Event for Congregational 
Teams will be offered at Calvary Lutheran 
Church in Golden Valley, Friday-Saturday, 
May 2-3. 
   This will be a great opportunity for our St. 
Barnabas community to learn more about 
global mission and our companion relationship 
with Hong, Nigeria.  Archbishop Nemuel 
Babba from Nigeria will be one of the 
international guest speakers.   
   The ELCA Global Mission Formation Events 
bring together experts and resources on global 
and domestic ministry under one roof, for one 
weekend, in one convenient location - so 
congregational leaders can build skills needed 
to be an effective part of God’s mission.  
 
What can participants expect? 
   For only $35 and in only 1 -1/2 days, 
participants can expect:  
· A probing look at the changing context of 

the global church, and how that influences 
global and local ministry  

· Biblical foundation of the accompaniment 
model for mission  

· Challenging witness from global 
companions  

· In-depth, skill building workshops, led by 
experts in specific areas of ministry like:  
¨ Evangelism  
¨ Preaching  
¨ Global Travel  
¨ Worship and Music  
¨ Mission Interpretation  
¨ Stewardship  
¨ Social Ministry  
¨ Education - Adults and youth teachers 

 
   Also, if St. Barnabas is interested in forming 
a team of 7 people, the planning committee of 
the event is looking for volunteers to take a four 
hour shift to help serve meals. The work 
includes helping at the buffet tables - keeping 
platters and bowls filled, helping at the 
beverage stations, helping attendees with their 
trays and/or to find seats at dining tables, 
clearing tables, and resetting tables.   Let Ann 
Dybvig know if you’re interested in attending 
as a participant, volunteering, or both.    
     
   Ann’s email is: anndybvig@msn.com 
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   SBCA’s Literature Division will present its last 
Page-to-Stage program for the season: POETRY 
SMACKDOWN III: A Desperate Lunge for 
Respectability.  
   Fresh from their rollicking Evening with Mark 
Twain, readers Jane Blake and Jeff Whitmill will 
offer renderings of works by such contemporary 
poets as Taylor Mali, Tony Hoagland, Naomi 
Shihab Nye and Billy Collins. If you like poetry, 
you’ll love the evening. If you think you don’t like 
poetry, Jane and Jeff are pretty sure they can 
change your mind. Admission is a freewill offering 
($5 is recommended and includes dessert after the 
program). 
    Prior to the Smackdown, Chef Christina 
Troftgruben will serve a dinner at 6:00 featuring 
Cajun Chicken Alfredo. Cost for the dinner is $10 
and reservations must be made by Thursday, April 
24.  Sign up at the Welcome Center. 
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   Through April 30, the Center’s Gardenview 
Gallery will be displaying “Portals,” a solo 
exhibition of works by Marshall, MN 
photographer/computer artist Kim Eliot 
Henspeter.  
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   On Thursday, May 8 at 12:30 p.m. SBCA’s 
monthly Organ Recital Series will feature Paul 
Nicholson in a free 30-minute recital. Paul is a 
multi-talented musician and has been active in 
the Chicago area as an organist, accompanist, 
vocal coach, composer, conductor and singer 
since 1985. 
   Paul is the son of St. Barnabas members Paul 
& Roberta Nicholson.  
   A simple freewill offering lunch is available 
11:30-12:15.  
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   On Saturday, May 10 at 7 p.m. the 
Jazz@StBarney’s concert series will host the 
Stan Bann Big Band.  
   Big, bold and brassy, we always have to check 
the foundations of the place after these guys play. 
They fill their corner of the world with a huge, 
luscious sound. Innovative turns on big band 
classics and hot new charts keep the evening 
moving, with a surprise at every turn. 
   Tickets will be sold at the door for $10 ($7 for 
Twin Cities Jazz Society members; $5, students). 
  
 

   At 10:30 on April 27, the choir will present John 
Rutter’s arrangement of Lord of the Dance. This 
well-known text was written in 1963 by the English 
Quaker poet Sydney Carter. Carter said he wrote 
the lyrics partly inspired by Jesus, partly by a statue 
of Shiva as Nataraja (whose dancing, according to 
Hindu tradition, is part his activities of creation). 
Carter also borrowed from the English carol 
Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day, which also 
tells the gospel story in the first person voice of 
Jesus. 
   The tune, Simple Gifts, was written in 1848 by 
Maine Shaker Elder Joseph Brackett. It’s well-nigh 
impossible to find a musical combination for which 

this melody has not been scored - choirs, bands, 
orchestras, small groups, in movies, on television, 
on Broadway, in a recording by Yo Yo Ma. Suffice 
to say, you can hardly throw a rock without hitting 
a version of Simple Gifts. 
   On May 4 the choir will offer up Swingin’ with 
the Saints, a gospel medley of Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot and When the Saints Go Marching In. A 
little blues, some up-tempo walking bass and even a 
touch of scat singing get in the act before it’s all 
over. It’s a bit outside our regular fare, but it’s a 
joyous moment of music making that is fitting on 
the day we send Pastor Wayne off on his sabbatical. 
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   A group from St. Barnabas leaves at 2:45 on Monday, April 21on a field trip to Gustavus 
Adolphus College to take advantage of two special events on campus.  From 4-5:00 they will 
see an exhibit of bronze sculptures by French artist Auguste Rodin in the Hillstrom Gallery.  
Following dinner on campus, they will hear a lecture at 7:00 by John Shelby Spong, former 
Episcopal bishop of Newark.  Bishop Spong’s topic is  “Making the Bible Live in the 21st 
Century.” 

   There is no charge other than to pay for one’s dinner. If interested in participating, sign up at 
the Welcome Center or call the church office (763-553-1239). 
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· St. Barnabas will honor its graduating high 

school seniors at the 10:30 service on April 27. 

· Two of our seniors have significant 
accomplishments this month.  Maggie Olson, 
daughter of Pastor Chris Bellefeuille & Ted 
Olson, won the regional speech contest and will 
compete in the state speech tournament next 
week.  Jared Sather, son of Bernice & Dave 
Sather, has the role of Lumiere in Armstrong’s 
production of Beauty and the Beast.  
Congratulations to both! 

· The funeral for Eva & DeWayne Lennox, who 
died six days apart in Florida in February, will be 
held at St. Barnabas on Saturday, April 26, at 
noon. 

· Landon Falkowski was apparently in a big 
hurry to be born.  He not only arrived three 
weeks early on April 2, but also decided to be 
born in the ambulance on Highway 169 on the 
way to Methodist Hospital. In spite of the 
dramatic circumstances, Landon and Mom are 
both doing great.  Congratulations to Rachel, 
Brad, and big brother Tristan. 

· There have been two weddings at St. Barnabas 
this month.  Congratulations to Dawn Van 
Valkenburg (daughter of Linda) and Nicholas 
Huydukovich who exchanged vows on April 5 
and to Brittany Lillie (daughter of Kevin & 
Adele) and Chris Hendlin who were married on 
April 18. 

· The annual assembly of the Minneapolis Area 
Synod meets April 18-19 at St. Andrew Lutheran 
Church in Eden Prairie.  Attending from St. 
Barnabas will be Lois & Bob Troemel, Roger 
Lillemo, Pastor Chris, and Pastor Wayne. 

· St. Barnabas is a member congregation of the 
Gustavus Adolphus College Association of 
Congregations.  Jill Snyder, Terrie Silbaugh, 
and Pastor Wayne will attend the annual 
meeting of the GACAC on Saturday, April 26. 

· St. Barnabas will host the Luther Park “Point 
and Cross Club” dinner on Sunday, May 4 at 
5:00.  The Point and Cross Club is comprised of 
people who support the ministries of Luther Park 
with gifts of $100 and more.  If you are 
interested in supporting Luther Park in this way 
(and would enjoy a great meal prepared by Tom 
Lindberg  and Tammy Anderson) contact Rose 
Umland for more information. 

· The parsonage received a new furnace, water 
heater, and air conditioning unit this past week, 
replacing the units that were installed when the 
house was built 25 years ago.  The new furnace 
is actually a “hand-me-down” that heated the old 
Fellowship Hall for seven years and was no 
longer needed after the building was expanded. 

· It’s been three years since St. Barnabas last 
produced a pictorial directory , so it’s time to 
produce a new one that will include all the new 
members we’ve received during that time.  More 
information will be forthcoming, but we’ll give 
you the dates now so you can plan accordingly: 

Monday & Tuesday, August 4-5 
Friday & Saturday, September 12-13 
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The youth education ministries will have their 
final sessions of the school year on the 
following dates: 

Lighthouse Confirmation (grades 3-5)   
May 7 

Good Shepherd School (age 3-grade 2)  
May 10 

Navigator Confirmation (grades 6-8) 
May 14 
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   Adults and older youth who enjoy working 
with kids are encouraged to come and help! 
Let Rose know if you are interested, we need 
you! 
· Vacation Bible School for age 3—

Kindergarten,  July 14-17, 9-11:30 a.m. 
· Luther Park Day Camp @ St. Barnabas, 

grades 1-6, July 14-17, 9-3:00 p.m. 
 
Registration forms for VBS and Day Camp are 

available at the Welcome Center. 
 

 ��'������3�
Registration Forms for St. Barnabas Week at 

Luther Park (July 27-Aug. 1) should be mailed 
directly to Luther Park.  Questions? Contact 

Rose Umland at 763-553-1239 or 
rumland@stbarnabaslutheran.org 
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· Cortez Mission Trip: Next Community Training 
is April 27 @ 5:00 pm  

· Boundary Waters Canoe Trip Aug. 9-15 
 There is space for one more student.  Visit 

website for more details! 
· Fundraisers  

Mission Trip & BWCA participants: remember 
to sign up for the Point and Cross Fundraiser and 
Car Wash! 

· Great Lakes Middle School Mission Trip 
It's not too late to sign up for the Great Lakes 
Mission Trip with Luther Park on July 27-Aug 
1.  We will start out at Luther Park for one day of 
orientation and training, then we'll head to 
Duluth, where we will be serving and helping our 
friends up north.  Potential service opportunities 
include soup kitchens, Habitat for Humanity, 
and other service projects in the Duluth area. 
Your friends are invited to join us!  Sign up soon 
- Limited space available! 

· Navigators: The next Service Event is May 7.  
Look for locations and times from your small 
group leader. 
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ST. BARNABAS  

IDENTITY 
STATEMENT  

St. Barnabas Lutheran Church 
is a part of the Body of Christ 
and a member congregation of 

the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  The source 
of our life together is the Word 
and Sacraments, celebrated in 

our worship. 
We name ourselves after St. 
Barnabas, a New Testament 

apostle.  He was called 
“Barnabas”, meaning “son of 
encouragement”, because he 

joyfully shared the “good news” 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  He 
faithfully supported the work of 

the Church with his talents, 
prayers, and offerings. 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 
Sent by Jesus, we set our sails to 

be filled by God’s Spirit, 
inspiring us to  

praise, grow and serve. 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 
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   Ed was in trouble. He forgot his wedding 
anniversary and his wife was REALLY 
angry.  She told him, "Tomorrow morning I 
expect to find a gift in the driveway that 
goes from 0 to 200 in less then 6 seconds 
AND IT BETTER BE THERE!!"  
  The next morning Ed got up early and left for 
work. When his wife woke up she looked out 
the window and, sure enough, there was a 
box gift-wrapped in the middle of the 
driveway.  Puzzled, she put on her robe, ran 
out to the driveway and brought the box back 
in the house.  She opened it and found a brand 
new bathroom scale.  
  Ed has been missing since Friday.  Please 
pray for him.   
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   St. Barnabas offers a monthly Service of 
Prayer for Healing.  The service is generally on 
the second Sunday of each month from 7:00-
7:45 p.m.  
   The service is simple: gathering, listening, 
praying, and (for those who desire it) laying on 
of hands. Everyone is welcome. Come seeking 
prayers for yourself or to intercede on behalf of a 
family member or friend. 
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