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2007 Annual Report 
 

St. Barnabas 
Lutheran Church 
15600 Old Rockford Road 

Plymouth, MN  55446 
(763) 553-1239 

Website:  www.stbarnabaslutheran.org 
 

Sent by Jesus, we set our sails to be 
filled by God’s Spirit, inspiring us to 

praise, grow and serve. 
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2007 STATISTICS AND PASTORAL ACTS 
 
MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS 

 12/31/00 12/31/01 12/31/02 12/31/03 12/31/04 12/31/05 
       

Baptized 679 688 704 732 777 835 

(% increase) 5.6% 1.3% 2.3% 4.0% 6.1% 7.5% 

       

Confirmed 453 483 489 534 578 631 

(% increase) 9.2% 6.6% 1.2% 9.2% 8.2% 9.2% 

       

       

 243 257 264 274 289 304 

12/31/06 

 

856 

2.5% 

 

656 

4.0% 

 

 

325 

12/31/07 

 

903 

5.5% 

 

699 

6.6% 

 

 

345 

PASTORAL ACTS 
 

Baptisms:  
Aashna Boolchandani 
Nora Davis 
Conor Farley 
Ella Johnson 
Parker Johnson 
Kacee Lillie 
Maxwell Nermyr 
Isabel Petite 
Jenna Piepkorn 

Lilly Regensburger 
Ava Rehl 
Adeline Running 
Austin Smythe 
Sydney Smythe 
Madison Vickers 
Carter Wolkenhauer 

Weddings:  
 Matthew Roadfeldt & Jennifer Conway 
 David Lindblom & Marian Ducharme 
 Timothy Amundson & Lindsay Novak 
 Timothy Walters & Lynn Schmidt 
 Jeremy Malchow & Jessica Lillie 
 
 
Funerals:  
 Barbara Berglund 
 Randy Bjorgum 
 

Avg. Weekend Worship Attendance 
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The mission statement on the cover of this report d escribes St. Barnabas’ purpose 

and the goals we strive to achieve.  Here is a brie f look at some of the ways we 
worked at fulfilling our mission statement during 2 007. 
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   25 women traveled out to St. 
Andrew Village near New London 
for a tetreat the weekend of 
January 19-21.  
   This year’s theme focused on 
all aspects of wellness: physical, 
emotional, social/relational, 
vocational, intellectual and 
spiritual. The keynote speaker 
was Gwen Wagstrom-Halaas 
MD, MBA, physician, teacher and 
Project Director, ELCA Ministerial 
Health and Wellness.   
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Lutheran Health Care: Bangladesh (LHCB) is a non-profit 
organization operating in southern rural Bangladesh since 1992. 

LHCB is dedicated to maternal and child health care, which 
encompasses community development, preventative and curative 

health care, and education in Dumki and other adjacent rural 
villages. It is financially and administratively a cooperative effort 

involving a consortium of 23 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
churches, the Division for Global Mission of the ELCA, the World 

Mission Prayer League, the Fairview Hospital Foundation, and 
Global Health Ministries.  

Jean Wykoff , a volunteer with LHCB, spoke at the Discovery & 
Growth forum on January 14, presenting information about 

Bangladesh and LHCB. St. Barnabas has supported this ministry 
with its January “Gift of Love” since 1995. 

   You think you don’t like poetry? Then you’ve 
never been to a “Poetry Smackdown.” 

   The contest was presented by our great 
thespians, Jeff Whitmill and Jane Blake, 

going toe-to-toe and iamb-to-iamb in a winner-
take-all contest for poetry reading bragging 

rights in the St. Barnabas community.  
The smackdown included poetry from the likes 

of Billy Collins, Taylor Mali, Carol Ann Duffy, 
even William Shakespeare - all in all, two 

dozen writers of poetry that amazed, amused, 
and even gave a tug or two on your 

heartstrings.  The motto for the evening was: 
Any kind of poetry is good poetry except the 

boring kind.   
   It was funny, poignant, outrageous, and 

sometimes profound. It was a sampler platter 
of some of the best new poems in print, with a 

side dish of a golden oldie or two, just to 
cleanse the palette.  A sequel was presented 

in October to give Jeff another run at Jane 
(alas, he lost both times, but was gracious in 

defeat). 

�
��)+���
��)+���
��)+���
��)+�� ���0����
/�����������0����
/�����������0����
/�����������0����
/��������
/
��*��+��-�/
��*��+��-�/
��*��+��-�/
��*��+��-� ��-��
��-��
��-��
��-��
� ���

“Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within 
me, bless his holy name.  

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and do not forget all 
his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your 
diseases…”   Psalm 103:1-2 

   While there is much that we don’t understand 
about healing, we do know that God’s desire for 
us is health and wellness in all aspects of our 
lives — physical, emotional, spiritual, and 
relational. Scripture is rich with invitations to trust 
in the healing power of God and bears witness to 
the gift of healing in the midst of the body of 
Christ.  
   And so, in hope and expectation, St. Barnabas 
began a monthly Service of Prayer for Healing.  
The service is a simple: gathering, listening, 
praying, and (for those who desire it) laying on of 
hands. Services have continued on the second 
Sunday of each month from 7:00-7:45 p.m.   
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   The St. Barnabas community had three worship opportunities each 
Wednesday in Lent, February 28-March 28. 
   A noon worship service was a brief, simple service of a hymn, prayers, and 
the reading of a section of the Passion History.  The Passion History is a 
consolidation of all four gospel accounts of Jesus’ arrest, trial, and crucifixion.  A 
simple meal of soup and bread will be served after the service each week. 
   On Wednesday evenings, the beautiful contemplative service of Holden Evening Prayer was offered 
at 5:45 and 7:00, with a soup and sandwich supper served from 6-6:45.    
   The theme Bible verse this year was 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18:  Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
   Each week a member of the congregation reflected on one way gratitude as a spiritual discipline is 
expressed in their life.  

Feb. 28  Marilyn Struckmeyer (Music) 
Mar.  7   Pete Silbaugh (Giving) 
Mar. 14  Robby Sanders (Word) 
Mar. 21  Cindy LaChance Lindberg (Work/Service) 
Mar. 28  David Helgen (Prayer) 

   The traditional Lenten disciplines are prayer, fasting, and giving of alms (charity).  This series lifted up 
gratitude as being a similar discipline which is characteristic of the Christian life style. 
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   Twenty years ago, ground was broken for the first unit of St. Barnabas 
Lutheran Church.  That was quite remarkable because St. Barnabas did 
not officially become a congregation until later that fall, after the building 
was complete.  This initial construction was possible because the 
Lutheran Church in America approved us for an early building program 
and put up a building for us without the congregation having to first 
conduct a capital appeal.  For the first two years, St. Barnabas rented the 
building from the Mission Loan Fund, but in 1989 we conducted our first 
capital appeal, which enabled us to assume the mortgage and become 
owners of the building. 
   Since that time, St. Barnabas has had an unbroken chain of capital 
appeals — paying down the debt, then borrowing more to build, then 
paying down the debt a little more, then borrowing still more to expand 
once again.  Capital appeals are therefore not exceptional endeavors for 
the people of St. Barnabas.  They are simply the usual means by which 
we pay for the building which serves as the base for all of our ministries. 
   St. Barnabas officially began its ninth capital appeal by introducing and 
commissioning the team of leaders that guided the congregation through 
the capital appeal process over the six weeks.  The team was headed by 
a team of four general chairpersons: Jennifer Martinez, Peter Moen, 
Robby Sanders, and Doug Talus .   
   The theme of the appeal, “Growing God’s Rewards: Supplying the 
Needs, Overflowing with Thanksgiving,” was taken from the Bible verse 
at left, 2 Corinthians 9:10-12. 

   God, who supplies seed to 
the sower and bread for food, 
will supply and multiply your 
seed for sowing and increase 
the harvest of your 
righteousness.  
   You will be enriched in 
every way for your great 
generosity, which will produce 
thanksgiving to God through 
us; for the rendering of this 
ministry not only supplies the 
needs of the saints but also 
overflows with many 
thanksgivings to God .   

(2 Corinthians 9:10-12) 
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Right-left: Robby Sanders , General Chair, Julie Hoyme , Appeal Secretary,  
Jennifer Martinez , General Chair, Bill Welshons , Treasurer, Doug Talus , General Chair, 

Ken Hoyme , Faith Formation Chair, Peter Moen , General Chair,  
Sarah Berg , Publicity Chair. 
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There are 109 names listed at the left, all of whom had some role in the 
“Growing God’s Rewards” capital campaign.  Thank you to all and our 

apologies to any names we missed.   

Capital Appeal Team 
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   March 11 was a very memorable day in the 
life of the St. Barnabas community.  The 

“Farm Days” celebration to kick-off the 
“Growing God’s Rewards” capital appeal was 
a huge success.  Over 250 people squeezed 

into the Ministry Center and enjoyed a farm 
dinner of fried chicken, corn, mashed 

potatoes, and gravy.  Ruben Ristrom strolled 
through the crowd singing and playing his 

banjo. 
   But the highlight of the day was without 

doubt the petting zoo out in the parking lot.  
Kids and adults alike had a great time seeing 
some of God’s wonderful creatures up close 

and personal.    Special thanks to Keri 
Manson, Jennifer Nelson, and their crew for 

putting on this super event. 
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The goals of this appeal were: 
To work together as partners in the Gospel, anchored in faith and overflowing 
with thanksgiving, to be God’s people in this time and place; and 
To secure cash and three-year pledges of $910,000 to $1,100,000 or more to 
supply the need of 1) paying the monthly mortgage and 2) repaying the 
principal of the $420,000 in promissory notes the congregation issued to 
finance construction of this new building. 

   March 25 was “Pledge Sunday” when all members were asked to set a giving 
goal for this appeal.   
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   In the fall of 2006, St. Barnabas began a 
partnership with St. Paul Lutheran Church in south 
Minneapolis.  ���St. Paul was originally a 
congregation of Swedish immigrants, organized in 
1888.  The neighborhood now has many 
immigrants from Mexico and Ecuador.  Pastors 
Patrick & Luisa Cabello Hanson have been 
called to help the congregation serve this 
changing neighborhood.�

   The congregations exchanged pastors the 
weekend of April 14/15, with Pastor Wayne 
preaching at St. Paul and Pastor Luisa preaching 
at St. Barnabas. 

   On Saturday, April 14, Pastor Luisa and members of St. Paul’s brought food made by the “chefs” from 
St. Paul so that we might share a traditional Mexican meal after Saturday worship. Guillermo Cuéllar, a 
special guest of the Minneapolis Area Synod came and helped lead worship with his music.  

   Guillermo Cuéllar is the composer of the Salvadoran Folk Mass (Misa Popular Salvadoreña), which he 
composed in collaboration with Archbishop Oscar Romero of El Salvador in the late 1970s.  Two 
selections from the Misa Popular — Vamos todos al banquete (Let Us Go Now to the Banquet) and 
Santo, santo, santo, santo (Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy) — are included in the new Lutheran hymnal, 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, and were also featured in the movie Romero.  The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) commissioned a new liturgy by Guillermo in 1995, the Misa Mesoamericana, 
for inclusion in its Spanish-language hymnal 

   A Silent Auction / Spaghetti Dinner was held on Sunday, April 22 to 
raise money for our summer youth ministry trips.  

   People came to the spaghetti dinner and bid on some of the great items 
and services that have been donated.  A huge thanks for the generous 
donations from St. Barnabas members and our community merchants!   

   The event was very successful and earned around $5000.   
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Above: A group came one Thursday morning in May and planted sumac on the 
west side of the church. Pictured are Mary Pestel, Barry Bergh, Ted Pestel, Bob 
Troemel, Roberta Nicholson, and Carolyn Mueller.  

Right:  Another group came later in the month to plant new plants in the rain 
garden on the east side of the church.  Pictured are Julie Hoyme, Lois Troemel, 
Sarah Berg, Mary Pestel, Ted Pestel, Paul Nicholson, Roberta Nicholson, Barb 
Sanders, and Ann Dybvig. 

Thanks to all who share their time and talents to help maintain the property. 

Pastor Chris Bellefeuille, Pastor Luisa Cabello Hanson,  
Pastor Bill Dexheimer Pharris, Guillermo Cuéllar,  
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   Rose Umland offered a new summer opportunity  
called Terrific Tuesdays.  This was a once a month 

gathering of children who were entering grades 3-6 this 
fall.   The program was FREE.  Each session included 
games, activities, and treats. The kids had a lot of fun 

and were able to interact in new and positive ways.   
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   Marcia Treno , Coordinator for 
Wayzata Public Schools ECFE/SR 
Programs and a Certified Parent 
Educator,  
presented 
two parenting 
workshops at 
St. Barnabas 
in May. One 
workshop focused on adolescent boys 
and the other on adolescent girls. 
      The reports back from parents 
attending the workshops were very 
positive. 
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   The Jordan House, which sits next to the entrance of the St. 

Barnabas parking lot, was the home of Matt & Bea Jordan.  St. 
Barnabas purchased 7.5 acres from the Jordan’s in 1986 and 
the remaining 1.4 acres and the house in 2003.  Bea lived in 

the house until her death in November, 2006.  In May, St. 
Barnabas took ownership of the house and for the short term is 

making it available as affordable housing.  Thanks to many 
volunteer painters and electricians who prepared the house, 

the Abdi Warsame family found a sparkling house when they 
moved in in May.   

   Abdi’s wife is Naimo Hassan, and their children are Warsame 
(15-year old male), Hodan (13 year-old female), and three 

younger sons, Leban (11), Mahad (6), and Abdirahman (1).  
The children use Jama (Abdi’s middle name) as their surname. 

The family is Somali and have been in the U.S. since 
1991.  Abdi has a green card and will soon be applying for 

citizenship and Naimo is already a citizen.  The children were 
born in the U.S. and are already citizens.   

   Many thanks to all who helped make the Warsame family 
welcome with gifts to meet their expanded household needs.  

The family is very appreciative.   

�(���-����+���(���-����+���(���-����+���(���-����+��� ���
   The Rummage Sale was held June 30.  
The sale grossed over $3100.  Together with 
the $1600 matching grant from Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans, that totals over 
$4,700 for camperships for Luther Park, 
tuition help for the Center for the Arts, and 
purchasing new tables. 
   It is impossible to name all the people that 
helped with the sale without risking missing 
someone, but a rough count was thirty 
members participated in helping sort, cashier, 
price, set up and clean up.  Many spent the 
majority of their free time that week working 
the sale. 
   The sale had great traffic and the new 
building worked wonderfully.  At the end of 
the sale a crew from “Wee Care, We Share” 
came to take the remaining items and bring 
them to other ministries in Minneapolis and 
Texas that will put them to good use.  In 
about an hour the clean-up crew had the 
entire sale bagged, boxed, and placed in the 
back of the waiting truck.  The tables were all 
taken down and the entire place was ready 
for Rob Merry, our custodian, to get the room 
clean for Sunday morning. 
   Thank you again to all that helped and 
donated items for the sale! 

8 a.m. and the Rummage Sale was in full swing. 
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   In July, the adults in the St. Barnabas community were encouraged to participate 
in a tradition that St. Barnabas enjoyed back in 1998-2002.  Breaking Bread Meals 
were held in the homes of members and attended by 6-8 adults.  The purpose was 
to get people together with others in the congregation whom they didn’t know well.  
We see each other in church on Sunday morning and say “hi”, but those short 
encounters are not long enough to really get to know someone.  Breaking Bread 
meals have proven to be a great way to strengthen our community by building 
relationships among our members. 
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   The Plymouth City Council recognized St. 
Barnabas as a “Business Environmental 

Champion” at the July 24 City Council meeting. 
   Pastor Wayne, Pastor Chris, and Julie 

Hoyme received the award on behalf of the 
congregation.  Pictured with them is Marjorie 

Vigoren, Environmental Education Coordinator 
for the City of Plymouth. 

   Thanks to all who have worked hard on all 
the projects across the years that led to this 

award.  
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   The kids who attended Luther Park 
Day Camp finished their fun and busy 
week on Thursday evening with a taco 
dinner and a program for their families.  
The newly refurbished fire pit at the back 
of the church property provided the 
setting for a real campfire, with 
enthusiastic singing provided by the kids 
and their camp counselors from Luther 
Park in Danbury, Wisconsin. 
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   Vacation Bible School for the younger 
children was held the same week.  The 
picture at right shows the kids 
demonstrating their songs and dances 
for their families.   
   Thanks to all the volunteers who gave 
their time to make this a fun week of 
learning for the children. 
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   Dave & Laurie Robarge gave the St. Barnabas 
community a wonderful gift that may one day shock 
someone back to life — an Automated External 
Defibrillator .   
   An AED is a portable electronic device that 
automatically diagnoses potentially life threatening 
cardiac arrhythmias in a patient and is able to treat them 
by application of electrical therapy that stops the 
arrhythmia, allowing the heart to re-establish an effective 
rhythm. AEDs are designed to be simple to use, even for 
a person who has no medical training.   
   St. Barnabas’ AED is located in the coat room just 
inside the main entrance of the church, easily 
accessible to both the sanctuary and the Ministry 
Center.   
   This is an especially appropriate gift for Laurie and Dave to make as Laurie has worked as an RN at 
Hennepin County Medical Center for 32 years, most recently in the Medical Intensive Care Unit.  
   Congratulations — and thank you for this generous gift! 
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   Steve & Nancy Larson graciously purchased the materials for a lawn sprinkling system for the church 
grounds.  On multiple days in August, Steve then lead a hardworking group in digging trenches, installing 
sprinkler heads, and repairing the grounds.  Thank you to Steve and Nancy for their gracious gift and to all 
the men that provided the muscle to make this gift a reality. 

Pictured Clockwise from top left:  
1) Brian Welshons and Jim 

Sawyer 
2) Anders Lykkehoy and Dennis 

Manson 
3) Patrick Whelan runs the 

trencher 
4) Steve Larson (the boss) 



Page 8 

���4��������4��������4��������4������ ���
   The Jordan House received a new roof in September.  It 
took several days and many man and women hours.  Thank 
you to all that gave their time and talent to this project.   
Counter-clockwise from top left: 
1. Our crew leaders, 1st & 2nd Timothy: Tim Sommerfeld & Tim Piepkorn.   
2. Marv Erickson, Dave Robarge, Pedro Martinez, Jay Koepsell 
3. Pastor Chris Bellefeuille, Tim Sommerfeld 
4. Derek Nelson, Barry Bergh, Ralph Green 
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   A new Community Dinner option was 
introduced in September.  On Wednesdays that 
the education programs are in place, a low cost 
meal is served to anyone that that wants to 
come.  Individuals and families now have an 
option of eating dinner at church, making it a little 
more convenient to be involved in Lighthouse or 
Navigator confirmation, Handbells, the new 
Navigator choir, and Senior Choir.  An adult 
education option, Divine Drama, was also added 
to the Wednesday evening schedule this fall.  
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   Jazz@StBarney’s, a new 
series of monthly jazz 
concerts in the Ministry 
Center, made its debut in 
September with the Jumpin’ 
Jehosafats.  The series 
features some of the Twin 
Cities’ most exciting jazz 
performers in single set (60-
75 minute) programs. The groups display a wide 
variety of styles, giving series patrons 
opportunities to sample many forms and colors of 
jazz.  
  The Center for the Arts is in it’s second year of 
operation.  A full report on the Center for the Arts 
ministry can be found on page____. 
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Members of St. Barnabas gathered for a 20th anniversary “snapshot” of the community on Oct. 7 
John Engstrom, Photographer 

   St. Barnabas’ origins go back to 1985 when Pastor Wayne Peterson was called to be pastor/developer 
of a new congregation in northwest Plymouth.  The first worship service was held November 24, 1985 at 
Greenwood Elementary School.  For the next 20 months, worship services were held in the theater at the 
Radisson Inn Plymouth (now the Kelly Inn). 
   But St. Barnabas’ official date of organization is October 18, 1987, when representatives of the Lutheran 
Church in America and the Minnesota Synod gathered with 202 charter members (132 adults, 70 children 
in 73 households) for a festive worship service. 
   The St. Barnabas community celebrated this milestone on October 7.  Jeff Whitmill composed a new 
anthem setting of Psalm 150 in honor of the occasion.  Between services as many as were able to come 
for a community photograph (below). Later that afternoon, a group of folks went to see where St. 
Barnabas got its start in the Plymouth Playhouse Theater, attending the 2:00 performance of Church 
Basement Ladies.   
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The new 72” oak 
table in the narthex 
is given by Tom & 
Jeanne Bjorgum , 

their family and 
friends, in memory 

of their son, Randy, 
who died this past 

April. This beautiful 
table will serve as 
the centerpiece of 

our narthex for 
many years to 

come.  Thank you! 
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   To help mark St. Barnabas’ 20th 
Anniversary, a group of dedicated 
women began collecting favorite 
recipes from members of the 
congregation in the spring and 
compiled them into the first St. 
Barnabas Cookbook.  The cookbook 
has over 400 recipes and is dedicated 
to the “patron saint” of the St. 
Barnabas kitchen, Jim Cook.    
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   A lunchtime organ recital 
takes place at 12:30 on the 2nd 
Thursday of each month. Mary 
Newton coordinates the series, 
which is now in its second year.  
A pre-recital lunch is provided 
by Jim Cook and his helpers 
making the lunch.   

   It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always 
offer thanks and praise to you, O God, through Jesus Christ...  
   These are the opening words of the Great Thanksgiving in Marty 
Haugen’s setting of the liturgy, Now the Feast and Celebration.  For 
its fall stewardship emphasis, the St. Barnabas community 
reflected on the two-fold nature of the stewardship of financial 
resources.   
   On one hand, as members of a congregation we have a 
responsibility or duty to give a “fair share” of our financial resources 
to pay for the day-to-day expenses required to keep the building 
open and adequately staffed.  On the other hand, we don’t just give 
“to a budget”, but give “from our blessings”, an act of joyful delight. 
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   St. Barnabas has a long-term goal of 
removing cottonwoods and other less-

desirable species that have sprung up around 
the border of the wetland, replacing them with 

oaks and maples that will be here for 
hundreds of years. One cold Saturday in 

November, a hardy group of people and saws 
continued the project by removing another 

section of cottonwood trees north of the 
garage.   

   Nineteen young 
people and one adult 
publicly affirmed their 
baptism in the Rite of 

Confirmation on 
Sunday, October 28. 
Laura Walsh was not 
able to be confirmed 

as young person.  She 
served as a 

confirmation small 
group leader the past 

three years and 
worked through the 
curriculum with the 

rest of the class.   

Picture Left to right,  
Row 1 Ben Van Keuren, Tanner Berg, Sean Wade,  Elizabeth Nafstad 
Row 2: Laura Walsh, Gabrielle Sanderson, Caralin Walsh, Anna Pierro, Anna Snell, Erin Snell, Becca Dryer, Lindsay Hawkins, 

Kayla Knutson 
Row 3: Dennis Manson, Pastor Chris Bellefeuille, Bill Gregerson, Conor Olstad, Kevin Welshons, Sam Hoffman, Joe Johnson, 

Jack Morrison, Mitchell Snyder, Pastor Wayne Peterson 
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   A JustGifts Market was held 
December 8-9, giving people an 
opportunity to support mission 
projects with their Christmas 
giving.  This market also 
included hand-crafted items 
from around the globe.  Gifts 

purchased at the JustGifts Market totaled 
$7021.60. (see detail at right) 
   In addition to the money raised, the West 
Hennepin Thrivent Chapter matched an 
additional $1600 for ELCA projects. 
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Global Barnyard  $1185 

Tanzania Project, scholarship fund $980 

Minneapolis Synod Nigeria Projects,  
Wells & midwives 

 
$946.60 

Solar Ovens $1100 

Africa 
Meals for Aids Orphans & Mosquito Nets 

 
$780 

Mexico 
Fruit Trees & Vegetable Gardens 

 
$670 

Boliva 
Water Jugs, Water Pumps 

 
$545 

St. Paul’s Lutheran, for childcare $500 

Tuition for Holy Land $100 

Disaster Response $215 
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   David Windibiziri, retired archbishop of the 
Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria, visited 
with about a dozen members of St. Barnabas 
on Dec. 6.  Pastor Windibiziri knows the Twin 
Cities well, have studied for his doctorate at 
Luther Seminary in the mid-1980’s. 
   The LCCN is a companion synod of the 
Minneapolis Area Synod and St. Barnabas is 
just beginning a relationship with the 
congregation in Hong, in the northeast part of 
Nigeria near Cameroon. 

Bishop David Windibiziri  is pictured with Ann & 
Andy Dybvig and Judy Handke , a member of Mt. 
Calvary Lutheran Church in Excelsior, which has had 
an active partnership with LCCN for many years. 

Sunday, Dec. 31, a group of veteran and novice players entertained folks at coffee hour.  The group met for one rehearsal 
and presented a fun set of Christmas carols for Coffee Hour on Sunday. 
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The St. Barnabas Center for the Arts (SBCA) is a ministry of St. Barnabas 
Lutheran Church started in 2006 that cultivates an understanding of the 
arts as gifts of God to be used  

¨ to praise God  
¨ to serve others 
¨ to enhance the human experience of the holy  
¨ to explore the range of human emotion, and  
¨ to provide enjoyment to the individual performer and his/her audience. 

 
The tag line for the St. Barnabas Center for the Arts is Soli Deo Gloria -- to God alone be the glory -- the phrase 
J.S. Bach (the pre-eminent Lutheran musician) often wrote at the end of his compositions.  This theme is the 
foundation of this arts ministry. 
 
Initially, the SBCA is focusing on music instruction.  In future years 
the ministry may grow to include instruction in drama, liturgical art 
(textiles), painting, and drawing. 
 
To our initial private music lessons and organ recitals we added in 
2007 a monthly jazz series, a brass quintet concert, a chamber music 
program for adults, regular art exhibitions in our Gardenview Gallery 
and a pair of literary events. 
 
The private lessons school grew to more than 80 students by the end 
of the fall term. About sixty percent of the students were from 
outside the congregation. Our faculty of 13 teachers taught almost 
1,000 lessons in the fall term alone. Recitals at the end of the spring 
and fall terms were both musically and pedagogically successful. 
 
Music Together, music education for preschoolers provided by the 
Family Music Center and hosted by SBCA, thrived through the 
spring and fall terms, serving about 100 students each week at our 
location. 
 
Organist Mary Newton arranged monthly lunchtime recitals by 
organists from all over the Twin Cities. Coupled with freewill 
offering lunches for attendees, they’ve attracted an appreciative 
audience. 
  
The first five concerts in our Jazz@StBarney’s series drew a total of around 400 people, mostly from outside the 
congregation. The performers, among the top professionals in the Twin Cities, provided hour-long programs. 
The series is attracting a growing following, and the performers have commented positively on both the 
audiences and the room. 
 
A grant from Amateur Chamber Music Players enabled us to launch Artaria Northwest, a chamber music 
coaching program for adult chamber music ensembles. Members of Artaria, an internationally-acclaimed 
professional string quartet located in St. Paul, serve as coaches for the groups. Two groups performed a recital in 
our sanctuary in December, and we anticipate the program (and grant support) will continue through 2008. 
 
Three visual artists from the Twin Cities area and one from outlying Minnesota have presented month-long solo 
exhibitions of their work in our Gardenview Gallery. A variety of media and styles have been on display; artists 
and visitors alike have enjoyed the shows. 
 
The Playhouse Theater, a K-12 theater education program hosted by SBCA, held rehearsals here and put up two 
productions at the Perpich Center for Arts Education. They have just concluded a production and will continue 
working with us in 2008. 
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No dramatic or theatrical events were hosted by SBCA in 2007, but we see some on the horizon for 2008. 
 
The two Poetry Smackdowns held during the year introduced SBCA’s commitment to literary education. Jane 
Blake and Jeff Whitmill read works of mostly contemporary poets in readings aimed primarily at introducing 
audiences to interesting and amusing works of working, published poets. 
 
2008 will see more literary events, including short story readings and more poetry events. 
 
As we move forward, we find SBCA is having a meaningful impact in both the congregation and in an ever-
widening community. A $3,000 grant from the Crossroads Group of Thrivent will take effect in 2008, and we 
intend to pursue additional grants to help support the Center. 
  
       Jeff Whitmill 
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   The St. Barnabas columbarium 
was constructed in 2003.  It 
currently holds the cremains of 6 
people.  Of the 54 niches, 33.5 are 
sold to St. Barnabas families.   
   Thank you to the garden group 
that spends many hours on the 
gardens and grounds around the 
columbarium.  Thanks also to John 
Engstrom for this wonderful photo 
of the columbarium that shows how 
beautiful the memorial garden is . 
   The memorial garden area was 
designed to be expandable, 
allowing for future needs.  As the 
remaining niches are sold, that 
money will enable the congregation 
to build a second columbarium unit.  
Long-range plans envision four 
columbaria with room for over 800 
burials. 
   The price of a niche is $2000.  
For more information, contact Julie 
Hoyme in the church office. 

John Engstrom, Photographer 
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HOLD THE VISION BEFORE YOU... 
St. Barnabas Strives to be a Permission Giving church 

The St. Barnabas Church Council has spent time 
trying to identify how this congregation functions.  
We discovered that we are a “permission giving” 
church, and are organized differently than a traditional 
bureaucratic church.  We have a flat organizational 
structure that encourages members to begin new 
ministries without having to go through a maze of 
decision-making committees.   
In studying a book by William Easum, Sacred Cows 
Make Gourmet Burgers, we learned that permission-
giving churches: 
· Bend over backwards to err on the side of giving 

permission to new ministries. 
· Live to say “yes” instead of “no”. 
· Give permission for each person to live out his/her 

values and mission through the exercise of their 
spiritual gifts. 

· Believe that the role of God’s people is to minister 
to people by living out their spiritual gifts instead 
of running the church by sitting on committees 
and making decisions about what can or cannot be 
done. 

· Ask what gifts you bring and what you need to 
help you exercise them instead of asking people to 
serve based on the need of the church. 

· Practice de-centralized decision making, i.e. 
decisions delegated to person closest to the 
ministry. 

· Avoid establishing any process of voting on new 
ministries whenever possible.  Bless diversity, not 
uniformity.  The more a church relies on 
representative democracy or consensus the less 
likely it can equip people to be servants or 
stewards of the grace of God. 

· Have leaders that equip others for ministry and 
then get out of their way. 

 
The Church Council is committed to having St. 
Barnabas be a permission-giving church.   

What does this mean in practice?  It means that if you 
have an interest in an event or small group, it’s likely 
that two or three others do also.  It might be a one-
time event (like a fishing trip) or a short-term 
discussion group (like four sessions on parenting skills 
or a Bible Study) or a monthly activity (like a book 
discussion group).  

Just check with the staff to make sure that the date 
doesn’t conflict with other events at church, give them 
the information so they can publicize it, and then put 
our a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Center.  Things 
don’t have to have large numbers of participants to be 
considered successful.  A group of 3 or 4 can be great. 

If you would like help in formulating an idea, contact 
Barry Bergh, our Lay Minister for Hospitality & 
Fellowship. 
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I being this report with an edited version of the sermon I preached on October 7, the weekend the St. Barnabas community 
celebrated its 20th anniversary as an incorporated congregation. 
 
 Twenty years is a pretty long time. For many of our young people, it is their entire lifetime. For others of us, twenty 
years is long enough that our memories of that time are kind of fuzzy. We remember some things clearly, but most details 
are sketchy, if not completely forgotten. Even for those of us who are now in our 70’s and 80’s, twenty years is a 
significant portion of our lives. St. Barnabas officially started out with 202 charter members –132 adults and 70 children.  
Today St. Barnabas is a community of over 900 people, but in these twenty years, almost 1500 people have been part of 
the congregation for some period of time.  St. Barnabas has touched a lot of lives.  From this vantage point, it is 
appropriate to pause from our daily routine and remember and give thanks for twenty years of Christian ministry at St. 
Barnabas. 
 From another point of view, however, twenty years is almost nothing – the blink of an eye.  Our partner congregation 
in south Minneapolis, St. Paul’s, celebrated its 120th anniversary this year.  But even that is but a passing moment 
compared to the congregations I have had the opportunity to visit in Europe, where the newer congregations are three to 
four hundred years old and some can trace their beginnings back over a thousand years.  Twenty years looks pretty 
inconsequential compared to that. 
 So while a 20th anniversary isn’t that big a deal in the whole scheme of things, it is worthy of some attention on our 
part, giving us the opportunity to reflect once again on the question, “Why are we here?” 
 This question can be understood in two ways, and I’d like to have us think about it in both ways.  The first way to 
understand the question “Why are we here?” is to ask, “How did we come to be? What led to there being a St. Barnabas 
Lutheran Church in Plymouth, Minnesota?” 
 The answer to that question is: St. Barnabas is here because there was a denomination called the Lutheran Church in 
America whose congregations pooled their resources and made it a priority to start mission congregations in growing 
communities.  Thousands of congregations around the country sent a portion of their offerings on to their synod and the 
national church to do ministries none of them could do on their own.  They employed a man named Fred Marks to be 
mission director in the Upper Midwest and it was Fred who, back in the early 1980’s, identified northwest Plymouth to be 
a prime area for a new congregation.  Next, these congregations from across the country guaranteed a salary for a pastor/
developer for two years, purchased a parsonage in the community, and provided other start-up costs and support to get a 
new congregation started. 
 That’s where I entered the picture as pastor/developer, moving to Plymouth in August, 1985.  We started holding 
worship services that November and for the next 20 months worshiped in the theater at the Radisson Inn Plymouth on 494 
& 55, now called the Kelly Inn.  We would have been there even longer were it not for the congregations of the Lutheran 
Church in America stepping in once again, first to purchase this 7½  acres of property and then approving an “early 
building program,” a fairly rare tactic because it involves some risk.  The LCA erected our first small building before we 
were an official congregation.  In fact, we had only 120 names on our charter when we moved into the building in August, 
1987.  The LCA put out $470,000 for the land and the building, putting their trust in us that we would grow and become a 
self-supporting congregation. 
 The strategy worked well, for in the two months from August (when we moved into the building) until October 
(when we officially organized), we grew from 120 to 202.  Within six months we were self-supporting and we have shown 
steady growth through these twenty years. 
 So to the question, “Why are we here?” I want to remind you of the great debt we owe to thousands of Lutheran 
congregations around the country.  We are here only because of their commitment to mission, to bringing the ministry of 
Jesus Christ to new communities.  Two and a half months after our organization day, the Lutheran Church in America 
merged with two other Lutheran denominations to form the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, which St. Barnabas 
is part of today.  The members of the ELCA are not all of one mind in theology and worship practices.  We have our inner 
differences of opinion, as you can often see in the pages of The Lutheran magazine.  But the fact that there is a St. 
Barnabas, and the fact that there are currently eight new congregations under development in the Minneapolis Area 
Synod, is evidence of the importance of congregations working together to do ministries that none could do on their own.  
Because of our history, we at St. Barnabas highly value our relationship with the Minneapolis Area Synod and the ELCA, 
because they are the reason we are here.   
 The other way to understand the question “Why are we here?” is in the sense of “What is our purpose for being?” or 
“What is our mission?”  I’d like to answer that by recalling the significance of the sailing ship that is the logo of our 
congregation.   
 A sailing ship is a fitting symbol for our St. Barnabas community because it reminds us of the missionary journeys of 
the original Barnabas, sailing around the Mediterranean Sea.  Barnabas provides a great example for this community to 
emulate as you heard in the readings from Acts – someone passionate about sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ, one who 
encourages others in their discipleship, a faithful steward of his resources, and a leader in the Christian community.  Our 
ship logo therefore reminds us that one way to answer the question, “Why are we here?” is to say: We as a community 
named after Barnabas are here to passionately share the gospel of Jesus Christ in this community, to encourage one 
another in our faith journeys, to be faithful stewards of the resources with which God has blessed us, and to be a leader in 
the Christian community here in the western suburbs, in our synod, and within the ELCA. 
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 That last characteristic of Barnabas, being a leader in the church community, is one that I don’t think I have lifted up 
before in these twenty years.  Perhaps it was because it seemed a bit presumptuous to challenge a young mission 
congregation to think of itself as a leader in the church community.  But you know what? St. Barnabas Lutheran Church is 
no longer a young mission congregation.  We are still, and I hope will always consider ourselves to be, a mission 
congregation; that is, a congregation whose energies are focused on mission rather than maintenance; a congregation that 
boldly embraces risks for the sake of the gospel.  But we are not a young congregation anymore.  At twenty years old we 
are a maturing young adult, capable of assuming responsibilities for leadership in the Christian community in the western 
suburbs, in the Minneapolis Area Synod, and the ELCA. 
 This congregation can be a leader in the mold of the original St. Barnabas.  Not just in the next five years, but in the 
next fifty and a hundred years.  This leadership is not going to be focused on me or Pastor Chris.  I can say with a high 
degree of certainty that neither of us will still be serving as pastor here when St. Barnabas celebrates its 50th anniversary 
thirty years from now.  This congregation will become a leader when each and every person who becomes part of this 
community puts on the mindset of leadership and begins thinking of himself or herself as part of a congregation that 
demonstrates leadership. 
 St. Barnabas, the congregation, will emerge as a leader when the men, women, and youth of the congregation 
encourage each other to be like the original Barnabas.  Other congregations will look at St. Barnabas and observe, “Wow, 
they are on fire over there in that congregation.  Their worship life, their education programs, their spirit of hospitality, 
their service to the community, their generous stewardship, their concern for the work of the wider church – it’s all so…
inspired!”    
 I look forward to the day when others are saying those things about St. Barnabas Lutheran Church.  We’re not there 
yet.  After all, we are just 20 years old.  But that day is coming, and I sense it’s going to come pretty quickly now, 
because, after all, we are already 20 years old and we are ready, following the example of Barnabas, to live into the role of 
leadership. 
 It is important that each member of this St. Barnabas community take ownership of our mission statement, which 
daily reminds us why we are here:  “Sent by Jesus, we set our sails to be filled by God’s Spirit, inspiring us to praise, grow 
and serve.”  That is exactly what St. Barnabas, a leader among congregations, is going to continue to do. 
 

Looking Ahead to 2008 
Jordan Property 
St. Barnabas lost a long-time friend in October, 2006 when Beatrice Jordan died after a long battle with cancer.  After 
giving her family six months to settle the estate, St. Barnabas assumed use of the house in April.  In the short-term, the 
house is serving as rental property.  We offered the house to Interfaith Outreach & Community Partners to provide housing 
for one of the families they are working with who need housing assistance.  They recommended the family of Abdi & 
Naimo Warsame and their five children, and the Warsame’s moved in in May.  Later in the year we began exploring a 
long-term use for the property, having discussions with Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity, Interfaith Outreach, and 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans about the possibility of building 4-6 town homes on the property, some as home 
ownership and some as transitional rental housing.  This partnership looks very promising and I expect there will be 
significant developments on this project in 2008. 
 

Sabbatical 
The congregation gave me the gift of a 3-month sabbatical in 2000, with the intention of having another in seven years.  
Because the summer of 2007 was a busy transitional time for my family, with Ben graduating from Northwestern 
University and Kaity graduating from Perpich Center for Arts Education and enrolling in Gustavus, I opted to not take a 
sabbatical at that time.  Tentative plans are being made for me take a sabbatical in May, June, & July of 2008.  I hope to 
attend a few continuing education events, visit some other congregations with successful transitional housing projects, do a 
little traveling in the U.S., and begin writing a draft of the history of St. Barnabas in preparation for its 25th anniversary in 
2012. 

 

Ministries Outside St. Barnabas 
 I am pastor not only of St. Barnabas, but also a pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In that role, I 
used some of my time this past year serving as dean of the 394 North Corridor Conference (14 congregations stretching form 
Golden Valley out to Delano and Rockford) and working as a consultant to Victory Lutheran Church in north Minneapolis as 
they closed their congregation in November due to declining membership.  This past spring I was elected to a 3-year term on 
the Board of Trustees of Gustavus Adolphus College, a responsibility that takes 7-8 days each year. 
 

Words of Thanks 
I am privileged to be part of a talented staff who have a passion for doing Christian ministry.  My thanks to Chris, Julie, 

Barry, Rose, Dennis, and David, for their continued good work and their friendship over the past year.  We are also blessed 
with talented musicians who enrich our worship life with beautiful music:  Mary Newton, Jeff Whitmill, and David Kolden.  
The Service of Morning Prayer led by David Lindblom each Thursday is a special blessing to me. 

Like all congregations, St. Barnabas is greatly dependent on the hours donated by members of the congregation as 
volunteers.  Some who share their time on a regular basis are Carolyn Mueller , who keeps our financial records; Judy 
Mikolich , who records our offerings; Bill Welshons, who helps out with all matters financial; and Earl & Clara Hebeisen, 
Lila Strand, and Bob & Barb Sanders who faithfully assemble the Crosswinds for mailing twice a month.  Thanks, too, to 
Paul Sholtz who is always ready to provide emergency medical assistance to our computers or share his video editing skills, 
and to Jim Cook who stops by to cook for the staff and brightens our day. 

A final word of thanks to Jackie, who puts up with the schedule of a parish pastor.  And to the congregation as a whole, I 
ask your continued prayers for me and the entire staff, that in all we say and do we might bring glory to our God. 



Page 17 

Blessings to you in the New Year. 
 
In my 5th year of ordained ministry and call to St. Barnabas as Associate Pastor, I see the rhythms of our life together 
more clearly. Regular events, traditions and long-term ministries provide a framework and structure to our year. New 
opportunities, new relationships and new ministries provide energy and texture. Our life together is always best served 
with a healthy dose of both! 
 
January included two annual retreats: the 7th grade Values and Choices Retreat at Luther Park Bible Camp and the 
Women’s Retreat at St. Andrew Village in Spicer. The theme for the Women’s Retreat was “A Whole New Creation” 
and featured guest speaker Gwen Wagstrom-Halaas, MD. We also hosted a regional worship for “Cherish our 
Children”,  St. Barnabas is a pilot congregation for this organization, which focuses on the prevention of commercial 
sexual exploitation of children and youth. The Prayer Advocate Lifesaver (P.A.L.s) ministry that has our adult 
members praying for individual children is a part of this program. 
 
In February we began the Service of Prayer for Healing, the second Sunday evening of each month. Our thanks to the 
volunteer musicians who have enhanced this service with their gifts : Lindsay King, David Kolden, Tom Lindberg, 
Mary Newton,  and Marilyn Struckmeyer. (The kneelers that we use in this ministry were a gift to the congregation 
in memory of Delores Ohman, a lifelong friend of my parents.) We held our second annual Celebration of Marriage 
near Valentine’s Day. Head chef was Wade Lykkehoy, ably assisted by a great team of sous chefs. Thanks to Ray 
Davey and Nancy Carpenter for their program and to Lindsay King for providing dinner music. The committee was 
Pam and Jeff Carter Wiley and Shelly Davis, Bob and June Murphey, Dave, Laurie and Lauren Robarge, 
Wade Lykkehoy and Christina Troftgruben. Thanks as well to the many volunteer waitrons! 
 
In April we hosted Pastor Luisa Cabello Hansel and several members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, our partner 
congregation in South Minneapolis. On Saturday evening we had a wonderful authentic Mexican meal prepared by 
the people from St. Paul’s and were fortunate enough to host Guillermo Cuéllar of El Salvador and Bill Dexheimer 
Pharris as our guest musicians. Senor Cuéllar is the composer of the Salvadoran Folk Mass (Misa Popular 
Salvadoreña), from which we occasionally use hymns and pieces of liturgy. While Pastor Luisa spent the weekend 
preaching here, Pastor Wayne preached at St. Paul’s, a 100-year-old traditionally Swedish congregation that is serving 
an increasingly Latino neighborhood. Beth Andrews and Bernice Sather continue to be the hands and heart of St. 
Barnabas at St. Paul’s. Wade Lykkehoy, who never met a kitchen he didn’t love, was head pastry chef for one night 
of “La Natividad” this year and 40 members of St. Barnabas attended this collaboration with the Heart of the Beast 
Puppet Theater. 
 
Both JustWomen’s groups (one on Thursday mornings and the other on Tuesday evenings) continue to have lively 
studies, discussions, and expanding service projects. We have instituted an annual Spring Day of Service to assist our 
garden group. We sponsored Christmas gifts for two families through our Neighborhood Partner, Regency Pointe 
apartments, and had a successful third annual JustGifts Market. The JustGifts Market is an alternative Christmas 
market that provides the opportunity to purchase fair trade gift items or support global and local ministries in honor of 
someone special. This year the market, as of this printing, raised over $8,600 to support global ministries. The 
JustGifts committee is Lois Troemel, Barbara Root, Laurie Sanderson, Kim Moen, Ann Dybvig, Carol Talus 
and Sarah Berg. Thanks also to all the others who helped in so many ways. Traci Ortega spearheaded the design 
and creation of new Rainbow Bags for our children to use in worship, including wonderful new flip-books. You may 
notice that the bags now coordinate with the colors of the liturgical seasons! This helps the children see that they are 
an important part of everything that happens in worship. A team of us also attended a day-long women’s retreat 
conference at Prairie Lutheran Church in Eden Prairie. And I was the presenter for the Women’s Retreat for Word of 
Peace Lutheran Church in Rogers. 
 
Probably the most significant change to my job came this fall with the assumption of responsibility for Navigator 
Confirmation. While I am grateful for the opportunity to engage more closely with our youth, it is a huge challenge! 
Dennis Manson, Lay Minister to Youth and Family, and I interviewed church leaders and middle school teachers over 
a period of several months to learn what works, what does not, and how to best engage middle school students. This 
fall we rolled out a new model for our Wednesday evening confirmation program that we hope continues to serve our 
families well. We now offer a Community Meal between Lighthouse and Navigator confirmation, allowing families 
and others an opportunity for meal fellowship on Wednesday night. We have a new Senior High Drama Ministry, led 
by Jane Blake, that provides great skits for our Navigators and for Sunday worship. There is a Middle School Choir, 
led by Marilyn Struckmeyer , that meets weekly and provides music for worship. Our time together in Navigators 
was adjusted to enhance learning and allow more time at home for school work and families. The youth participate in 
monthly service projects and our new space makes it possible for us to have Navigators, the Bell Choir and an adult 
education class in the building at the same time! A special thank you to Robby Sanders, Beth Andrews and Wendy 
and Kristi Linder for helping with the Community Meals!  
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   “Officially” my work includes recruiting, training and scheduling Sunday Hosts--those who especially watch for 
and welcome visitors to Worship at St. Barnabas--and the Assisting Ministers. Please aid my recruiting by contacting 
me about participation in these ministries.  My work also includes calling on shut-ins, some hospital calls and some 
informal counseling. 
   “Unofficially” I am much involved with the Prayer Chain, and through this report also encourage others to be part 
of this ministry.  From time to time I serve on various committees; currently on Discovery and Growth.   It is my great 
pleasure to be able to sing in the Senior Choir. 
   I also want to express my thanks to our Lord for the privilege of being a member of St. Barnabas , and especially for 
the fellowship of the Church Staff, led so well by Pastor Wayne and Pastor Chris. 
 
David Helgen 

The first St. Barnabas cookbook was published as part of our 20th anniversary celebration as a congregation. It 
contains a legacy of family traditions and hospitality that represents the table fellowship that is central to our life 
together. The cookbook features a dedication to Jim Cook who has been the master of many a feast for the past many 
years, from funerals to lutefisk and every thing in between.  We owe a debt of gratitude to Jim for  making the dream 
of a great kitchen a reality for this congregation and community. The committee, headed by Barb Sanders who had 
the initial vision for cookbook, includes Brenda Boone, Mary Brindle, Jan Cerny, Stacey Neville, Roberta 
Nicholson, Mary Paustis, Mary Pestel, Jackie Thoennes, Glenna Whitmill, and Barb Zell. Thanks to all of you 
for making a treasure we will long cherish. 
 
From a community perspective, this spring we hosted two well-attended sessions for parents in our community called 
“What Boys Need” and “What Girls Need.” The speaker/trainer was Marcia Treno, Family Education Coordinator for 
Wayzata Public Schools. Once again, the church and the SBCA sponsored a booth at Music in Plymouth in July. 
Many people helped host and run the games...which attracted kids of all ages again and again. As a thank you for our 
support of Music in Plymouth, Mary Whelan (representing the SBCA) and I were invited to attend a lunch honoring 
donors. (It was a shame they couldn’t feed the whole congregation!) We continue to increase our involvement with 
Interfaith Outreach and Community Partners. Barbara Root and Carolyn Mueller prepare monthly community 
meals for our Neighborhood Partner, Regency Pointe Apartments. They have developed many relationships and are 
appreciated by the residents there. Carolyn and Barbara are routinely assisted in their efforts by the Troemels, 
Sandersons and Moens. Both Pastor Wayne and I participated in the IOCP Sleep Out 2007 Faith Raiser Service. I 
helped coordinate and participated in the Clergy Sleep Out. Brrr.  
 
Outside the congregation,  I work with the Mission Renewal Initiative Steering Committee for the Minneapolis Area 
Synod. This initiative is focused on building relationships across the synod for the purpose of education and advocacy 
for justice in our community. I am also on the planning committee for the “Vital Congregations, Just Communities” 
conference coming in January. This conference will explore the biblical and Lutheran theological foundations for 
justice advocacy and will include practical skills training for organizing and relationship-building. Along with Pastor 
Wayne, I attended conference meetings, the Bishops’ Theological Conference, pre-assembly gatherings and the Synod 
Assembly. I have been part of a small group of other synod pastors who meet regularly to build collegial partnerships 
and a weekly conference text study. Continuing education this year allowed me to participate in Preaching Days, a 
week-long homiletics seminar at Luther Seminary. I concluded my ten-year tenure with the Board of Regents of 
Concordia College-Moorhead in May. However, I remain deeply committed to Lutheran higher education and will 
continue to advocate for the colleges and universities of the ELCA. 
 
The regular activities of pastoral ministry allow me the opportunity to get to know you and to walk alongside you at 
important times in your lives. For this privilege, I continue in awe and gratitude for your trust and welcome. Such 
privileges include hospital and home visits, pastoral care, baptism classes, marriage preparation, and participating in 
weddings, baptisms and funeral.  
 
Thank you all for the past 7 years...what a blessing it has been to learn and grow with this community. I am looking 
forward to our shared future and the lives we will touch in the name of Christ. Thank you to Pastor Wayne for being a 
great colleague in ministry and to the staff who make the impossible possible! Finally, a word of thanks to my 
husband Ted Olson, who never in his wildest dreams thought he would be a clergy spouse...you are a gift. And to 
Maggie, Beth and Sam for making me so sinfully proud that I stand forever in the need of grace. I love you all. 
 
Soli Deo Gloria, 
Pastor Chris 
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I will long remember 2007 as a year of growth in our Children’s Ministries at St. Barnabas. Our Good Shepherd School and 
Lighthouse programs both saw the addition of many new faces each week. We had many new members join our programs, as 
well as families who have their children here in our programs, but are not yet members. This tells me that we are doing a good 
job of reaching out to those folks who are our neighbors and friends, and don’t yet have their own church home. We also have 
many new parents involved in leading and sharing their gifts with our children. Our numbers are up and we are growing! 

Adjusting to new routines is often not easy, but as we continued our 15th year of using our non-traditional format of Good 
Shepherd School (GSS) and Lighthouse, I could see that the families who have newly added the Saturday morning and 
Wednesday afternoon education times into their schedules have adjusted well. Making the commitment to Christian education at 
a time other than Sunday takes a little doing. But we continue to see our children in worship with their families (our goal) and 
hear great feedback from our members on our programs. Our model is still one that is rare, but held up as something to strive for 
in other congregations. Pastor Wayne had the opportunity this year to speak to a class at Luther Seminary and share with 
seminary students about our programs, why they are working so well, and how they can follow our example. 

While our youngest kids spent their Saturday mornings hearing stories, singing songs, playing fun games and making creative 
art projects, they also did some service work of their own. Every few weeks, projects were made for our friends at Crystal Care 
Center. We first met the residents there in 2006 and had such a great experience connecting with them that we continued this 
service project into 2007. The GSS families made spring and fall visits to the home to sing songs and deliver gifts the kids had 
made for the residents to hang in their rooms. We had a Christmas Party in December where families joined us in coloring over 
120+ placemats to decorate their tables on Christmas Day. 

The Lighthouse kids continued the “Adopt-A-Soldier” program we began in 2006. We sent care packages and letters to our 
same group of soldiers in Iraq several times during the year. Each week we remember to hold the soldiers in prayer, and many 
kids tell me that their families are praying for them at home, too. 

Our Wednesday schedule altered a little bit this fall as we shortened our meeting time to accommodate the new Community 
Meal between the Lighthouse and Navigator times. Instead of having a full meal at the start of Lighthouse, our kids now have a 
healthy after-school snack and can join their families at 5:45 p.m. for a meal together. Thank you to Mari Johnson who has 
taken on the huge task of shopping each week for the snacks, and to Karen Lillie who comes in to help serve in the kitchen 
during this busy time on Wednesdays. Your gifts of service in this way help me tremendously! 

Not to be forgotten, we have had a handful of dedicated  families who have committed to worshiping at the early service and 
then participating in a family-led Sunday School together.  These are families for which the Saturday option does not work in 
their schedules, and so they are willing to teach their children themselves, together as a family. 

The summer months at church always bring a new kind of fun. This year our kids in grades 3-6  had the chance to come once a 
month for a “Terrific Tuesday.” We met just to “hang out” with other friends from church, play games, and talk about the ever 
important topic of friendship. Included were discussions about how to be a good friend, what kind of a friend would Jesus like 
us to choose, and what we could do to help the child who doesn’t seem to have many friends. Each time we also celebrated 
summer by having the ultimate summer treat, ice cream! 

We offered both Vacation Bible School and day camp the third week of July. The theme for Luther Park Day Camp (grade 1-5) 
was “Listen! God Is Calling.” We learned that we are called to: gratitude, faith, love, share and be loved. As always it was an 
energetic week and the kids had a great time singing songs, making crafts, playing games and, most importantly, hearing the 
Good News. Our theme for Vacation Bible School (ages 2 ½ through Kindergarten) was, “The Great Bible Reef” and we were 
really able to dive deep into God’s word! Through stories, games, crafts and music we learned that God’s people: care, help, 
trust, believe and listen. There were many adult and youth leaders who made the week a fun success and I thank them all! 
August brought us up to Luther Park Bible Camp, where kids in grades 3-5 spent an awesome week in the beauty of God’s great 
outdoors, making memories they will never forget. This annual trip to camp is one that I hope all children of the congregation 
will try at least once. It simply is the best! 

We began a new program for all adult members of our congregation to participate in this year, which we believe will offer a 
layer of protection to our youth. It is called P.A.L., which stands for Prayer Advocate Lifesaver. The goal of P.A.L. is that we 
will have every youth ages 3 through grade 12, in our congregation prayed for by an adult daily. The power of prayer is strong, 
and we hope to encircle our youth with the protection of prayer for their safety and security. There is never a contact made 
between the pray-er and the youth, so the pray-er is completely anonymous. Parents know who is praying for their child, so they 
can make requests to the pray-er. It takes about 20 seconds each day, and a list of prayer topics are supplied. Thanks to Carol 
Talus and Michelle Burnett for providing leadership for this ministry.  We do not yet have our goal met, so if you can help, 
sign up in the narthex, or ask me if you would like more information. 

As always, the ministries for children in our congregation are fueled by the members who step forward to help. We have been 
blessed in many ways by the gifts of our older youth and adults who have shared their time. Thank you to all those who have 
helped and supported these ministries. I treasure you all! 

In Christ, 
 
Rose Umland 
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Another year is now in the history books!  What an exciting year 2007 was for youth ministry at St. Barnabas!  
The student ministry continued to utilize the new space in the lower level (youth lounge, youth office, & Student 
Center).  The Student Center is the new hub for our Wednesday Night Navigator Confirmation Ministry, as well 
as Sunday Night REVAMP (high school youth group) ministry. The room is a great gathering space for our 
students, with pool tables, ping-pong table, foosball table and air-hockey table that have been generously 
donated by our members 
 

Our Youth and Family ministry has been blessed by generous gifts of time and financial support from parents 
and our faith community.  We continued our tradition of a Silent Auction and Spaghetti Dinner, raising over 
$5000.  Thank you for entrusting and sharing your students with us.   
 

Wednesday night continues to be the big night around St. Barnabas.   Navigator Confirmation , grades 6-8, has 
over 40 students and meets from 6-7:15 p.m. They begin in large group led by either Pastor Chris or Dennis, 
then break off into their small groups with an adult leader, then return for closing devotions.  But that’s not it on 
Wednesday’s. With the help of Marilyn Struckmeyer, we have added a Navigator Singers with approximately 9 
students participating.  But that still isn’t it on Wednesday’s.  We have also added a Community Meal to serve 
families who are here for Navigators, Lighthouse, Divine Drama, and Choir.  Thank you Robby Sanders and 
Beth Andrews for working with Pastor Chris and Dennis to prepare the meals!  
 

After meeting on Wednesday evenings for several years, the high school group moved to Sunday evenings in 
September with a new name.  REVAMP  meets every Sunday from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  Ryan Melling and Jake 
Martens (former students of Dennis’ previous youth groups) have helped with leadership of REVAMP, along 
with Karl Sommerfeld. We look forward to continue to build on this ministry. 
 

During the summer, 18 students and adults traveled north to the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness 
(BWCAW).  They spent six days canoeing, camping, fishing, building friendships, learning teamwork and 
leadership.  Luther Park Camp continues to be an anchor for our middle school students.  In addition to the 
week-long events, we offered one-day trips to ELCA Day at Valleyfair, paintball, a Twins game, river rafting, 
Video Game Tournaments, and  Frisbee Golf.  A fun-filled packed summer! 
 

Here is our year in review: 

Navigators (6th-8th Grade) 
 

¨ 7th Grade Retreat at Luther Park 
¨ Learning Events taught by Pastor Wayne, Pastor 

Chris and Dennis 
¨ Lock-in ~ 28 students, 8 adults 
¨ Service Events:  Feed My Starving Children, 

Adopt-a-Highway, Crystal Care Center, Pastor 
Paul’s Mission, & Global Health Ministries 

¨ River tubing at Rivers Edge 
¨ Luther Park Camp ~ 15 students attended 
¨ 6th grade retreat 
¨ Confirmed 19 9th graders & 1 adult 
¨ 8th Grade Retreat to Gustavus College 
¨ Girls Sleepover ~ 19 students & 4 adults 

High School (9th-12th Grade) 
 

¨ High School “Mess” (thru May) 
¨ Lock-in ~ 40 students and adults 
¨ REVAMP (summer - present) 
¨ Service Events-Shoebox Christmas for 

Interfaith Outreach, Augsburg College: Campus 
Kitchen 

¨ Annual Winter Retreat to Giants Ridge ~ 20 
students and adults attended 

¨ Fundraisers:  Silent Auction, & Point & Cross 
Dinner. 

¨ 18 youth and adults attended the BWCAW Trip. 
¨ 26 High School Graduates 
¨ Many, many, many visits to sporting events & 

choirs 

Many thanks to our “caring adults” who have given of their time helping lead small groups, fundraising, 
attending events and camps, and supporting our student programs financially.  Christ’s blessing to all of you and 
our youth! 
 
Dennis Manson 
Lay Minister to Youth & Family 
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Have you noticed ?  
There are many more cars in the parking lot on weekdays and it’s always full at both services on Sunday. Our 
congregation is growing and chances are you may not know someone, even if he or she has been a member for years.  
 
Here are some of the activities you will see weekly -  

¨ Five worship services every week.  
¨ Adult, Youth, and Children’s Ministry and fellowship programs most every day of the week. 
¨ St. Barnabas Center for the Arts:  (80+ music lessons), organ recitals, jazz concerts, Music Together classes 
¨ We host many community groups: Que Tal Spanish Lessons (120+ students daily), Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, 

Girl Scouts, Brownie troops, townhome associations, private birthday and anniversary parties for members 
These activities have an impact on our building and maintenance equipment, so it is an ongoing challenge to provide 
for the care and maintenance of the building. 
  
Here’s what you don’t see behind the scenes - 
Pastors and staff finding time to coordinate, prepare and setup all these ministry activities. Table and chair setup, 
restrooms maintained as needed (although they should be cleaned every day), windows and door glass need to be 
washed weekly, carpets vacuumed, a regular carpet cleaning, kitchen cleanup, waste and recycling  receptacles 
emptied and or gathered for weekly pick up, replacing light bulbs, general building maintenance, maintaining 
janitorial, food and pantry supplies, repairing tables and chairs, changing furnace filters and mowing or trimming the 
lawn and shoveling snow as needed. 
 
Most of my time is spent on these routine building and property maintenance issues. However, more time could be 
spent identifying preventative building maintenance issues and acting on them.  
 
This past year, our members volunteered their time and talents for several interior building projects and four large 
outdoor projects that required many hours to accomplish: carpet cleaning, building closet shelving, installation of an 
underground sprinkler system, tear off  and re-roof of the Jordan house, the removal of many cottonwood trees and 
the eradication of noxious weeds along the west side of the property. 
 
Here’s what YOU can do to help -  
Update your “Time and Talent” sheet to indicate your willingness to help with tasks, or better yet, accept 
responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance of one specific room within the building or an area on the grounds. 
Each and every room has walls to patch and paint, carpet or flooring to be cleaned, windows to be washed and 
surfaces to be dusted. The kitchen equipment and appliances also should be cleaned on a regular schedule. Seasonal 
maintenance of our landscape equipment and tools is a talent you may be able to provide. Please contact me if you 
have a spiritual gift to exercise. 
  
Thank you for all your gifts of time and talents this past year. 
 
God’s Peace be with you.  
Barry Bergh 
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The Senior Choir presented 40 anthems in 2007. The anthems were drawn from a wide range of sources, including 
familiar hymns, Renaissance masses, brand-new works for chorus and established masterworks. Presentations 
included a cappella renderings of about ten anthems, organ and piano accompaniments by our gifted organist, Mary 
Newton, and a variety of instrumental ensembles (including brass, woodwinds, strings and percussion) made up of 
talented musicians from both St. Barnabas and the greater Twin Cities musical community. 
 
Perhaps the highlight of the year was the Good Friday presentation of Samuel Barber’s Agnus Dei, one of the most 
challenging - and one of the most beautiful - works in the entire choral repertoire. It was a very moving, poignant 
moment for everyone present; it also has given choir members confidence in tackling other difficult works. The 
Fourth Sunday of Advent offering of Morten Lauridsen’s O Magnum Mysterium derived directly from the experience 
gained with the Barber work. The presentation of Bach’s Zion Hears the Watchmen Singing, accompanied by a 14-
piece string orchestra, was another particularly beautiful offering by the chorus. 
 
Director Jeff Whitmill contributed a number of musical arrangements and four original compositions for the choir. 
  
Several new members joined the choir during the year, and our open-door policy allowed those with limited 
opportunities to take part when they could. 
 
As we enter the new year, we’re looking forward to a heady mix of classic choral masterworks, premieres of new 
works and encore presentations of old favorites. Over all, we continue to enjoy the fellowship of our group, the 
enthusiastic support of the congregation and the delight in singing praises to God. 
 
The Handbell Choir established themselves as a full 3-octave ensemble during 2007, up from the mostly 2-octave 
group the year before. Additional members brought the membership to an even dozen. The group performed preludes 
at services monthly January - May and October - December.  
 
As we enter 2008, we’re seeing interest from more people and discussing the possibility of expanding to a 4-octave 
structure. 
 
Jeff Whitmill  
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   St. Barnabas is one of a handful of congregations participating in a pilot project 
for the Minneapolis Area Synod called “Cherish Our Children.”  As part of this 
initiative, St. Barnabas started a prayer ministry in the fall of 2006.   
   The goal is to have every youth in our congregation (age 3-grade 12) prayed 
for by an adult every day.   The adult pray-ers, whom we refer to as 
“P.A.L.’s” (Prayer Advocate Lifesaver), has one of our youth randomly assigned 
to them.  The P.A.L. is given the name and age of the person they are praying 
for, together with a list of 31 brief intercessions — one for each day of the 
month.  The goal is that once a P.A.L. is paired with a child, the P.A.L. will pray 
daily for that young person until he or she reaches the age of 21.  If either the 
P.A.L. or the youth moves out of the St. Barnabas community, that connection 
ends and a new partner will be assigned. 
   Parents are notified of the identity of the person praying for their child and 
have the option of contacting the P.A.L. with special prayer requests.  However, 
there is no contact between the adult pray-ers and the kids.  In fact, the kids don’t 
even know who is praying for them — just that they have a P.A.L. who prays for 
them every day. 
   St. Barnabas currently has 224 youth age 3-grade 12, but P.A.L.’s for only 
about 160 of them.  If you have 30 seconds a day to pray for one of St. Barnabas’ 
kids (or maybe two or three), contact our P.A.L. coordinators, Carol Talus (763-
557-7097) or Michele Burnett (763-478-9875). 
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122 West Franklin Ave Suite 600, Minneapolis, MN 55 404 
Phone: 612-870-3610    Fax: 612-870-0170 

E-mail:  info@mpls-synod.org 
 

 
Annual Report to Minneapolis Area Synod Congregations 

from Bishop Craig E. Johnson 
January 2008 

 
Let me first express to you my gratitude for the amazing support that you have given your church this past year. Because of your 
generosity, about $2 million dollars has been given to our churchwide organization from the Minneapolis Area Synod 
congregations. Also, $1 million dollars has gone to the World Hunger Appeal from our Minneapolis area congregations, plus 
$450,000 to Hurricane relief on the Gulf Coast. Further, because of Lutheran Social Services (LSS) work, more than 38,000 
volunteer hours have been given to the people of Southeastern Minnesota for flood relief. Many of these hours were filled by our 
members. 
 
Because of your generosity in mission support, hundreds of seminary students all over the country have received subsidies for 
their educational expenses since only about 25% of their theological education is covered by tuition. 
 
Great work of caring, advocacy, and evangelism is being done around the world through our Global Missions – in Nigeria; in 
Palestine; in Tanzania; and in India. All across the world our church is present because of your support. 
 
One hundred and seventy-four new ELCA missions have been started in strategic contexts across the U.S. It is energizing to be a 
part of a church that has impact globally and locally sending people in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
Making a World of Difference 
Making a World of Difference is our synod’s mission initiative, raising funds for a variety of missions in our synod and beyond. 
To date, over $5 million dollars has been pledged to ignite mission here and beyond our synod through this initiative. 
 
· Ten new congregations have begun work in the Minneapolis Area. 
· Thirteen congregations continue the work of transformation for mission in our synod. 
· The momentum is building for 30 congregations where rewarding work of evaluation and strategic planning through 

Natural Church Development is being done. 
 
A Health Care Task Force has been set up and is working with The Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria to develop sustainable 
sources of clean water. 
 
Synodical Inreach 
We are making great plans for a synodical-wide “inreach”. A series of 1,000 visits are being planned so that a shared leadership 
and shared decision-making and relationship-building might emerge. As to the great mission that stands before us, one-on-one 
visits will be made so that ideas for mission and ministry may emerge. We can then begin to focus on themes of mission drawn 
from all across our synod in order to speak with one voice on mission plans. The inreach has begun and will continue for a good 
share of this year. 
 
Book of  Faith Initiative 
You will be hearing more about ELCA’s Book of Faith Initiative at our Synod Assembly in April. This initiative will encourage 
our church to be in a significant Bible study. My hope is that our synod will take a leadership role in becoming a Book of Faith 
synod. 
 
My sincere thanks to all who love this Church and help it to thrive. Great things are being done and still greater mission will 
happen as we work toward shared leadership in our synod and the building of relationships between us. 
 

 
Bishop Craig E. Johnson 
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Our synod benevolence is sent on to the ELCA where it 
is combined with the gifts of 64 other synods comprised 
of nearly 10,000 congregations. The ELCA has a budget 
for 2007 of $80.9 million.  We are at work through the 
ELCA in carrying out the following ministries: 
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Our ministry begins here at St. Barnabas.  In 2007, each dollar given to Current Expense & 
Benevolence (the “General Fund”) is split up like this to fund our local ministry: 
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Our benevolence offerings are sent on to the 
Minneapolis Area Synod where they are combined 

with the gifts of 167 other congregations (and 8 
under development!).  With a synod budget of $4.2 

million in 2007, we are at work in the following ways: 
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This chart does not include $20.1 million given by ELCA members to the World Hunger Appeal. 
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Fund 3 - 
Designated 
Benevolence 
 

This fund shows a zero 
balance on p. 27 because all 
designated gifts are sent on 
each month to the 
designated organization.   In 
2007 St. Barnabas continued 
its practice of a monthly 
“Gift of Love”, a special 
offering taken each month 
for a designated 
organization or ministry.  
The following “Gifts of 
Love” were given in 2007 
and are compared to special 
giving of previous years.   

 2004 2005 2006 2007 

World Hunger Appeal 3,322 1,357 1,695 1,754 

Interfaith Outreach 2,164 2,179 2,207 2,439 

Affordable Housing Fund 1,500 4,337 1,461 1,459 

Lutheran Health Care: 
Bangladesh 544 462 565 541 

Grace Matters Radio Ministry 497 227 316 390 

Prison Chaplaincy 565 583  669 

ELCA Vision for Mission 787 410 378  

Mpls. Area Synod “Making a 
World of Difference”    890 

Tanzanian student scholarships    3,000 

Habitat for Humanity   848 1,011 

Luther Park    445 

Lutheran World Relief/ 
Disaster Response 2,043 

11,462 
(tsunami/
Katrina) 

727  

St. Barnabas  
Center for the Arts   3,025 100 

Lutheran Social Service 891 848 757 881 

Luther Seminary 605   586 

St. Paul Lutheran Church   472  

Mercy Corps   1,399  

“Extra” ELCA Benevolence  1,413 1,572 1,570 

Total 12,918 23,278 15,422 15,735 

St. Barnabas’ principle & interest 
payments on its $3.4 million mortgage 

are $22,200 per month.  The 
congregation raises this money by 

means of capital appeals.   
 

A Covenant with Tomorrow Capital Appeal 
April 1, 2004 — March 31, 2007 

$858,060 (98.6% of pledges) 

Growing God’s Rewards Capital Appeal 
April 1, 2007 — March 31, 2010 

As of Dec. 31, 2007, $248,326 has been received  
toward total pledges of $861,650. 
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 ST. BARNABAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Balance Sheet  (UNAUDITED)  

Consolidated  - December 31, 2007 

Current Year Previous Year 

ASSETS 
CURRENT ASSETS 

Checking - Anchor Bank $58,394.35 $41,741.96 
SBCA Checking  151.15  3,319.65 
MissionPlus Investment  51.97  50.93 
AXP Cash Management  6.76  46.17 
Thrivent MM (Escrow)  64,046.45  61,914.31 
Other Receivables  414.12  284.12 
Receivable from Fund 9  161.37  0.00 

Subtotal Current Assets  123,226.17  107,357.14 

FIXED ASSETS 
Parsonage  181,508.74  181,508.74 
Church (Land)  144,000.00  144,000.00 
Land Expansion  200,000.00  200,000.00 
Jordan Property  200,000.00  200,000.00 
Church (Building)  3,541,215.08  3,541,215.08 
Pipe Organ  213,882.00  213,882.00 
Columbarium  54,687.70  54,687.70 

Subtotal Fixed Assets  4,535,293.52  4,535,293.52 

TOTAL ASSETS $4,658,519.69 $4,642,650.66 

LIABILITIES 
CURRENT LIABILITIES 

Taxes Payable $5,473.81 $5,421.80 
Prepaid Pledges  0.00  6,000.00 
Payable to Fund 1  161.37  0.00 
Other Liabilities  35,981.86  51,517.22 

Subtotal Current Liabilities  41,617.04  62,939.02 

LONG-TERM DEBT 
Thrivent Mortgage  2,960,571.36  3,020,894.40 
Promissory Notes  420,000.00  420,000.00 

Subtotal Long-term Debt  3,380,571.36  3,440,894.40 

TOTAL LIABILITIES  3,422,188.40  3,503,833.42 

FUND BALANCE 
Fund Balance $1,236,331.29 $1,138,817.24 

TOTAL FUND BALANCE  1,236,331.29  1,138,817.24 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE $4,658,519.69 $4,642,650.66 
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 ST. BARNABAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Accounting Fund Balances  (UNAUDITED)   

Fund 
Beginning 

Balance 
Direct 

Transactions Income Expense Transfer 
Ending 

Balance 

January 2007 - December 2007 

01 - GENERAL FUND (8,233.89) 485,932.10  503,867.52 (12,600.00) (38,769.31) 
02 - BUILDING FUND  1,085,006.43  0.00  319,647.96  216,233.00  12,000.00  1,200,421.39 
03 - DESIGNATED BENEVOLENCE  0.00  0.00  15,732.75  15,732.75  0.00  0.00 
04 - UNDESIGNATED GIFTS  1,542.25  0.00  21,869.18  8,829.02 (131.93)  14,450.48 
05 - PLACE  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00 
06 - PLACE - ASSOC. PASTOR  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00 
07 - STARFISH FUND (28.15)  0.00  5,389.00  5,798.10  600.00  162.75 
08 - LUTHER PARK   0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00 
09 - CENTER FOR THE ARTS  2,718.89  0.00  51,928.34  55,462.96  0.00 (815.73) 
10 - SANCTUARY  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00 
11 - CHAIR FUND (1,908.39)  0.00  225.00  0.00  0.00 (1,683.39) 
12 - KITCHEN  514.66  0.00  5,963.00  5,552.45  0.00  925.21 
14 - JORDAN PLACE  0.00  0.00  3,872.00  5,829.56  0.00 (1,957.56) 
15 - COLUMBARIUM FUND  53,893.69  0.00  2,510.98  160.97  0.00  56,243.70 
16 - GARDEN MINISTRY  1,056.60  0.00  335.00  654.42  0.00  737.18 
17 - PARAMENTS/VESTMENTS (163.82)  0.00  256.00  0.00  0.00  92.18 
18 - BIBLES & HYMNALS  0.00  0.00  80.00  211.93  131.93  0.00 
20 - YOUTH MINISTRY  835.10  0.00  2,568.00  2,882.93  269.00  789.17 
21 - YOUTH TRIP  1,958.72  0.00  9,021.00  5,513.41 (269.00)  5,197.31 
22 - LUTHER PARK CAMPING  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00 
24 - SEMINARS  1,527.50  0.00  110.00  300.00  0.00  1,337.50 
25 - RUMMAGE SALE  0.00  0.00  4,845.76  4,845.76  0.00  0.00 
30 - FAIR TRADE (173.52)  0.00  12,145.97  12,998.19  0.00 (1,025.74) 
31 - ORGAN  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00 
32 - MARRIAGE CARE  271.17  0.00  0.00  45.02  0.00  226.15 

 1,138,817.24  0.00  942,432.04  844,917.99  0.00  1,236,331.29 Totals 
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 ST. BARNABAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Balance Sheet  (UNAUDITED)  

GENERAL FUND - December 31, 2007 

Current Year Previous Year 

ASSETS 
CURRENT ASSETS 

Checking - Anchor Bank ($27,132.33) $2,205.93 
MissionPlus Investment  51.97  50.93 
AXP Cash Management  6.76  46.17 
Other Receivables  414.12  284.12 
Receivable from Fund 9  161.37  0.00 

Subtotal Current Assets (26,498.11)  2,587.15 

TOTAL ASSETS ($26,498.11) $2,587.15 

LIABILITIES 
CURRENT LIABILITIES 

Taxes Payable 
FICA Payable $1,660.22 $1,835.62 
Federal W/H Payable  1,929.18  1,965.03 
State W/H Payable  652.98  616.55 
403B Payable  425.92  403.84 

Subtotal Taxes Payable  4,668.30  4,821.04 

Prepaid Pledges  0.00  6,000.00 
Other Liabilities  7,602.90  0.00 

Subtotal Current Liabilities  12,271.20  10,821.04 

TOTAL LIABILITIES  12,271.20  10,821.04 

FUND BALANCE 
Fund Balance ($38,769.31) ($8,233.89) 

TOTAL FUND BALANCE (38,769.31) (8,233.89) 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE ($26,498.11) $2,587.15 
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ST. BARNABAS LUTHERAN CHURCH
TREASURER'S REPORT

GENERAL FUND -  2007 Actual & 2008 Budget

FSA Revised Tenative 2007 Act.

2005 2006 2006 2007 2007 2008 vs.

Actual Budget Actual  Budget Actual  Budget 2006 Act.

INCOME
Offering Income 375,989$     468,085$     464,141$     470,300$     459,866$     498,000$     (4,275)

Christian Education 5,599 4,500 4,380 4,000 4,000 5,200 -0.9%

Other Income 11,664 15,000 22,333 23,600 22,067 25,800
  --------------   --------------   --------------   --------------   --------------   --------------

TOTAL INCOME 393,252 487,585 490,854 497,900 485,932 529, 000 (4,922)

-1.0%

EXPENSES
ELCA Benevolence 30,061 33,200 32,987 37,624 36,448 39,840 3,461

Other Benevolence 2,974 3,000 2,757 2,500 2,950 2,500 193

Compensation 282,394 306,080 306,014 327,300 335,244 345,788 29,230

Administration 25,910 25,745 25,981 23,768 25,651 24,673 (330)

Property 35,420 52,675 49,648 51,740 57,553 61,020 7,905

Worship 6,377 6,850 8,697 6,650 8,669 6,450 (28)

Education 11,195 12,000 10,960 11,000 12,064 11,500 1,104

Fellowship 9,101 10,100 14,711 12,000 12,513 12,700 (2,198)

Hospitality 10,520 6,350 8,897 7,900 8,970 9,200 73

Stewardship 478 600 679 700 1,015 800 336

Social Ministry 2,039 2,100 1,049 1,500 1,371 1,500 322

Other Ministries 332 300 555 0 1,420 500 865

  --------------   --------------   --------------   --------------   --------------   --------------
TOTAL EXPENSES 416,801 459,000 462,935 482,682 503,868 516,471 40,933

  --------------   --------------   --------------   --------------   --------------   -------------- 8.8%

Fund 1 Transfers In 17,000 4,431 0
Fund 1 Transfers Out (12,600) (12,600) (12,600) (12,600)

  --------------   --------------   --------------   --------------   --------------   --------------

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSE (6,549)$       28,585$      19,750$      2,618$        (30,535)$     (71)$            

Beginning Fund Balance 28,384 21,835 21,835 (8,234) (8,234) (38,769)
Net Direct Transfers (49,819)

  --------------   --------------   --------------   --------------   --------------   --------------
Ending Fund Balance 21,835$      50,420$      (8,234)$       (5,616)$       (38,769)$     (38,840)$     

    ========     ========     ========     ========     ========     ========

CASH RECONCILIATION
Checking balance  - 1/1 (18)$                (34,070)$         (34,070)$         2,206$             2,206$             (27,132)$         
     Sources of Cash:
NET INCOME (6,549) 28,585 19,750 2,618 (30,535) (71)
Decrease in other current assets 16,742 16,361
Decrease in fixed assets 181,509
Increase in current liabilities 326 7,450
Note payable forgiveness 9,226
     Uses of Cash:
Increase in other current assets (15,451) (253)
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 ST. BARNABAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Balance Sheet  (UNAUDITED)  

BUILDING FUND - December 31, 2007 

Current Year Previous Year 

ASSETS 
CURRENT ASSETS 

Checking - Anchor Bank $36,340.48 $8,380.70 
Thrivent MM (Escrow)  64,046.45  61,914.31 

Subtotal Current Assets  100,386.93  70,295.01 

FIXED ASSETS 
Parsonage  181,508.74  181,508.74 
Church (Land)  144,000.00  144,000.00 
Land Expansion  200,000.00  200,000.00 
Jordan Property  200,000.00  200,000.00 
Church (Building)  3,541,215.08  3,541,215.08 
Pipe Organ  213,882.00  213,882.00 

Subtotal Fixed Assets  4,480,605.82  4,480,605.82 

TOTAL ASSETS $4,580,992.75 $4,550,900.83 

LIABILITIES 
CURRENT LIABILITIES 

Other Liabilities $0.00 $25,000.00 
LONG-TERM DEBT 

Thrivent Mortgage  2,960,571.36  3,020,894.40 
Promissory Notes  420,000.00  420,000.00 

Subtotal Long-term Debt  3,380,571.36  3,440,894.40 

TOTAL LIABILITIES  3,380,571.36  3,465,894.40 

FUND BALANCE 
Fund Balance $1,200,421.39 $1,085,006.43 

TOTAL FUND BALANCE  1,200,421.39  1,085,006.43 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE $4,580,992.75 $4,550,900.83 
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St. Barnabas Lutheran Church 
Annual Meeting Agenda 

January 27, 2008 — 12:15 p.m. 
 
1. Call to Order — Peter Moen, President 
 

2. Opening Prayer — Pastor Chris Bellefeuille 
 

3. Report of the Nominating Committee — Brett Turnquist, Vice-President 
 
 Introduction of Council Nominees  
  3-year terms 
 Fellowship Lisa Gilyard 
 Stewardship Robby Sanders 
 President-Elect Doug Talus 
 Further Nominations  
 
4. Appointment of Tellers (if needed) 
 

5. Balloting (if needed) 
 

6. Reports 
  

Pastor Wayne Peterson 
Pastor Chris Bellefeuille 
Financial Reports — Bill Welshons, Treasurer 

· 2007 Treasurer’s Report 
· Building Fund Report 
· Presentation of 2008 Budget 
 

7. Old Business 
 

8. New Business 
 

RESOLUTION 1 -  2008 Benevolence Giving 
BE IT RESOLVED, that St. Barnabas send 8% of it “Current Expense/Benevolence” offerings each 

month of 2008 to the Minneapolis Area Synod and Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as its 
benevolence contribution, and that members be encouraged to make gifts for “extra” benevolence as 
a way of striving to return to our goal of 10%. 

 
RESOLUTION 2 - 2008 Giving to LSS 
BE IT RESOLVED, that Lutheran Social Service be given $1000 plus the proceeds of one month’s “Gift of 

Love” offering. 
 
RESOLUTION 3 - 2008 General Fund Budget 
This resolution will be offered by the Treasurer. 
 
RESOLUTION 4 - Synod Delegates 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Church Council appoint three lay delegates from St. Barnabas to the 2008 

Conference and Synod Assemblies of the Minneapolis Area Synod. 
 
Other Resolutions... 

 
 9. Report of the Tellers 

 
10. Closing Prayer—Pastor Wayne Peterson 
 
11. Adjournment 

 


